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Dear Brother, 


HE N laft you Obliged me with your Converſa- 
tion at my Houſe, we fell into a Diſcourſe Con- 
cerning Liberty of Conſcience, which gives occaſion to 
this Letter; and after you bad Ingeniouſly offered your 
Sentiments upon that Subject, you was pleaſed 10 give a@ 
Patient, and an Attentive Far to mine; which upon firſt 
hearing ſeem d to pleaſe you; And upon ſecond Thoughts 
you told me that you really Approved of them, as tho 
out of the Common Road, yet True, and not Unwertby 
of the Eye of the World; fince then you 4/ſiſted at tbe 
Birth of theſe Thoughts, and Commanded them into the 
Lipht, you muſt needs Undertake the Patronage of your 
own Produftion; otherwiſe I me afraid it will be a Poor 
Helpleſs Orphan, Expos'd to the Rage of the Libertines 
. of this Age, and Worried by that Toleration which it en- 
deavours to Expoſe as an Enemy to Society. I muſt con- 
ſeſs, it is a bol4 Undertaking in theſe few Sheets to Con- 
front our Prevailing Indulgence, the Darling of theſe 
Kingdoms and People: But as I newer valued any Opi- 
non for the Cry of the People, ſo finding Tolcration in the 
Preſs, and Lewdneſs and Libertiniſm Alamode end in \ 
Faſhion, I was Tempted by your Encouragment, to tell the 
—_ That Liberty of Conſcience may be as Pertinently 
leaded by the Church, to ſecure Aer againſt the Violence 
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of Diſſenters of all Sorts, as in Behalf of them to Secure 
them againſt her In:poſitionss If what I here Offer can 
any way Contribute to Convince Men, th at it is vain for 
them to leave the Communion of the Eftabliſh'd Church 
in queſt of Chriſtian Liberty of Conſcience; . or put any 
Check to that Pernicions Libertiniſm, which Debauches 
the Minds and Morals of Men, it” Anſwers all that there-' 
in ts Deſignedby, 


Your Afﬀectionate Brother, 


And. Humble. Seryant.. 
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[ IBEPTY Of CONSCIENCE 


HAT ali Mankind Ac& by Light, That is by Virtue of 

ſome Principle that Informs them what to do, and what © 
avoid, tor the Governiment of theinſclves in particular, - and per- 
ſonal Capacities, as above, and contra-diſtin& to the claſs of un- 
chinking Animals, 1s plainer to ail,than to admit the Debate of any- 
That the fame Principle Incluines them to Society, by diſcovering 
the wants and needineſs of Humane Nature ; and direRing, that 
the Complicated Power of many, is a better, and ſafer Support, 
than the ſingle Endeavours of ſingle Perſons, is, I ſuppoſe, plain þbe- 
yond Diſpute ;. and that, purſuant. to this Light, ſeconded with 
the Childs Natural Love of, and Inclination to his Parent and his 
Cuſtoms,Men became'a State or Kingdom,I cannot doubt. That this 
Light the Parent and Director of theſe ſeveral Humane Ations, is 
Conſcience, I am the rather Inclined to believe, becauſe the 
great Dr. Sander ſor, Deſcribes it, Habitus vel facultas; *tis no 
matter which, ztellettus pratics quo mens hominis applicat Lumen 


geod fibi adeſt ad particulares attiones dirigendas ; ' $9 that theſe 


Particulares Attiones concentered in, and framed Society, the great 
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Inſtrument of Mens happineſs; for as Men Multiplied, ecack 


brought ===—= into the World with him a Confgiouſnels of his own 
Weakneſs, Inclineing him to Converſe with others of his own. 
kind; which when it had received Spirit and Life, it grew into 
Maturity, and became the Anima Soczetatis, or the publick Con- 
| : | A . s fcjence. 


(2) 
ſcience, which, no doubt, was the Original whence Societies and 
States of all Sorts Sprung, and had their Riſe: I take Conſcience 
then to be the common parent of all Societies, whether Szcred or 
Civi! ; and from thenre raiſe this Propoſition. | 

When Mens Conſcitences have gathered them 1nto Societies, and 
knit them into Bodies, politick by certain Rules and Meaſures of Go- 
 vern ment agreed upon by all, or the Repreſenting Members, no Lt- 
berty of the {lame Conſcience in private Members, can be plcaded as 
2 Reaſon to Disband the Socitty, by a Violation ef it's Kulcs, 

This Propoſition Refpects Civil Societics, which are Children of 
the fame Parent with Sacred ones ; which is ſtrengthened from this 
Conſideration, that the Cement of all Society, the Breath of this 
Mctaphorical Body, is the Union of the Minds of its Members ; 
which 1s no more than the Light of each particular Conſcience and 
Son), growing into one great Light, for the Common dire&tion of 
all, and Gigeſted into Rules of AQtion for the. common benefit ; 
fo that Men Incorporat into a State or Kingdom, have given up 
the private Spirit, and muſt not apply to that for direction in that 
Capacity, but to the common Standard, which becauſe ir derives 
from all, muſt be ſuppoſed to have an equal good influence upon all - 
For I take the gericral good influence of Liws Eftabliſh'd by com- 
mon Suffrage apon Societies, to be the return of each Members dif- 
burſment to the common Stock ; ſo that the Execution of Liws for 
the commor good, is 20 more than the warm Returns of Advantage 
upon each particular, who gave their contribution and conſcnr, 
either by themſelves or Repreſentatives, to the publick Eſtabliſh 
ment, iniomucy that there can be no reſerve of a Liberty to Violate 
or Receae irom the Rules of tha Society, which ſupports a Man in 
thoſe Rights which he can juſtly claim by the Rules of its Conlti- 
tution; the Reaion 1s plain, becauſe having thoſe Rights, he hath 
the Fruits of his Labour, and Return of his Centribution; and be- 
caule 1i were tie heighth of folly to expoſe a Conſtitution Eſtabliſh't 
by publick Conſcience and Suftrage, to the force and invaſion of the 
Unbricled Liberty of any Member. 

Mankind in all Ages, and in all Governments, have been aware 
of this; therciore we find that in all Schemes of Policy, after they 


have 
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have provided for the Inward and more Noble parts of the Body, by 
Circulation of Juſtice, through its Veins and Arteries, they rhen 
ſecured its outward parts, by Penal Statutes againſt any, who dared 
to oftcr Violence there: And hence proceed ail thoſe S:ngt.ina: 'F 
Laws, which lopp off thoſe unſound Members, whi:b kick at t 
pub! lick, and wantonly Invade the Governments, by the ftrength No 
her own favours towards them. 

Bit tho' the ſeveral Schemes of Civil Government in the Waorld;. 
derive from the common Conſcience of Mankind ; vet we ſeldom 
find Conſcience either urged tor Obedience of them, or Liberty 
of Conſcience pieaded for a breach of them ; the Reaſon wheres! 
is, not but that Civil Government oblidgeth that Conſcience of 
Mankind. into a Submiſſion from whence it derived ; neither can 
any new, or furiher Light of any particular Member (thar perhaps 
directs to better Rules 0; Government, than thoſe already agreed 
upon, and Etabliſh'c) warrant him to Recede from the received 
Rulcs of Fodeavour, an Irregular change, becauſe that commonly 
ends in Tontuſfion, unleſs by that new Light hecan inform'the Anima 
Socteratis, and dire the Governing party, in whoſe hands, next 
under God,the change is,fo better Merthoos; for convictions of Con- 
ſcience, that reſp<C the iniquity of Government, and aym at a 
change thereo!, ought not to leave thoſe Breaſts 1n which they are 
hatch't, untill by an Addreſs tothe Governing Powers, the defir*d 
Reiormation, ( 2nd there muſt be Demon{tration, that it is a Re- 
formation] to Contecrare any attempt towaros a.publics Change, 
my be regularly Eff:&ted; and that, becauſe nothing is ſo directly 

againſt Conſcience, as Confuſion in the Com munuiy, waich the 
Irregular ſteps of a Change do inevitably occafion. 

For tho' clearer Diſcoveries of Reaſon may enable a private Mem-, 
ber.of the State, to know the flaws of a Conflituti 107, 2nd the pro- 
per Remedys tor them ; yet, becauſe he can't by himſelf revoke the 
grant that he has given of himle!f ro the Governing Powers, he 
cannot in Conſcience, withcut thoſe to whom he has given bis 
Voice and Suffrage Endeavour the Change, otherwiſe than by an 
Application to them, to hear his Reaſonings, and Submit to the 
Force of them : Tire Reaſon is, becauſe when private Conſcience 
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viters at a Change, the Governing party, who believe their Rights 
1nvaded thereby, is diſguſted at it, and will hardly eſpoulſe, even an 
<xpedient Reformation, which did not commence from themſelves : 
' And alſo becauſe the Multitude in, and upon whom the Reforma- 
L107 is ro be wrought, being under ſome ſenſe, Suggeſted either; by 
fear, or love of their dependance upon the Governing Powers, are 
r2agieſt to receive Revolutions from their influence and ſway; there 
being a Regular Derivation of direQion from the Head to all the 
Mumbers, which is not to be found among the Members with rc- 
pct to one another. And from this Conſideration aroſe great Coun- 
cils and Parliaments, that each Member of Wiidom and Experience 
'n Governiment, might Unite his knowledge ang direction with 
that of the Governing Powers; that from thence, as the proper 
courſe of, good Order and Adminiſtration, it might be conveyed 
through all the Veins of the Publick, and refreſh the whole Common 
wealth: For the ſame Councils which (thus uſed) ſubſiſt and | 
ſtrengthen the State, might waſte and conſume it, by improper 
means ot Suggeſtiong them. | 
But the true Reaſon why under Civii Government Men are 

better SubjzRs than to the Church, and don't fo often ſculk under 
the covert of Conſcience,is becauſe the rewards and puniſhments of 
the State, do more feelingly Impreis them than thoſe of the Church, 
when good Services are Rewarded with Preferment and Grandeur, 
ind I{] Offices are Puniſhed wich the Pillory and Gibbet, '1t leaves 
bat li.tle Roome for a ſuggeſtion of Conſcience to ſway a Man in 
+he caſe of obeying, or diſobeying the Civil Powers. And hence it 
is that Men comply with all the Ceremonies of State, though lefs 
S:7miicant than thoſe of the Church, who yet ſcruple, and that under 
covert of Conſcience at Decency and Order in the Houſe of God, 
i3{>much that they will Vouchſafe their Knee t> the King, and 
deny it to God, 
__ _ But certainlv, if theſe were truly Men of Conſcience, as pre- 

tended, the Soveraignty of God, tho' Invithble, would incline 
them to as much Deferenge ro him, as the trifleing Pomp ol 
Temporal State Extorts from the SubjeCts of the Princes of tais 
World, 
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The Second Propoſition I offer 1s, Whereas there is no Univer. 
fal Civil Monarch, Mankind arc tree in each Nation, to appoint 
ſach a Scheme of Government as beſt ſerves the publick good, and 
ſuits with the Genius of the People; and tho” in the the Modelling 
of it, they be directed by :2 Light, but that of Reaſon, - yer the 
Subje&s are bound in Conſcience to obey; When.the World grew 
Populous by the Multiplication of Magnkins, the Family became 
too great and numerous, cither for the Government, or Mainte- 
nance of one Father, inſomuch that Univerſal Monarchy became 
| Imprafticable; and rho' Men derived the ſame common Principles - 
for the Government of Appetite and Averfſation, from the common 
Fountain of Light, The Great Creator ; yet becauſe they could not 
live in one Herd, they could not derive their Government from 
- one Head, and fo were directed by the Light they brought into the 
| World with them, to Unite under different Heads; -yet not to 
make any difference in thoſe Laws which Link all Mankind toge- 
ther by community of Nature, and Creation ; for no poſitive Laws 
can Superſede the Obligation of them.” But becauſe, tho' Men 
brought with thera common Notions, yet being Born in different 
Climats, they were of Difterent Humours and Diſpoſitions, which 
required that, That general Principle of Light and Conſcience 
- which Inclines them to Society and Government in the general, 
ſhould be applicd particularly to the frameing ſuch a Conſtitution 
. as might beſt Suit to the Encouragement of fuch Virtues, as ſuch a 
» Set of Mankind ſo*Circumſtantiated as to Climate, or Kingdom, 
are inclined to; and to chek fuch Vices as they are apteſt to 
commit, | — SR | 
It feems as Reaſonable to allow ſeveral Seits of Men this Liberty; 
thus to provide for.themſelves ' fince they had loſt the direQion of 
one general Natural Parent, and were put upon Providence, and 
their own Diſcreiuon) as to allow every. particular Man a liberty of 
; Judging for himſelf, and chooſeing for himſelf in a private capacity ; 
tor we may ſuppoſe that Nations, as well as particular Perſons, may 
Ripen to a degree of Wiſdom, to judge anJ know what makes for 
them, or againſt them ; and the Light that diredts them, moving in 
that publick Sphare, may as truly be termed publick Conſcience, as 
EO B "the 
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ihe faggeitions of any private Mans Breaſt or Thoughts can weare 
the name of private Conſcience, and the Subjects of a Government 
that derives from the Light of Nature, are in Conſcience Obliped to 
Obedience : Firſt, becauſe it is hard to ſuppoſe any contradiction 
betwixt the general Conſcience that Informs, and Enlightens the 
whole Body politick, and that which Illuminates every private Breaſt 
therein; eſpecially conſfidering them both in a State of Nature, 
where no Revelation is pretended to direct to things above, or be- 
fide the common Standard of Reafton: And indeed, I don't finc 
Conſcience often pleaded for the Diſobcdience of Government, but 
where Revelation, or at leaſt Enthuſizſm 1s pretended to, Men ge- 
nerally giving up the Plea of Conſcience in that point, as believing 
that nothing ſhort of a Divine Warrant can juſithe them in Refiftance 
of a Government that they have contributed to Eſtabliſh, and con- 
ſented to Submit to. And fuppole the Subjects of a Civil Soveraign 
| hould under covert of Natural Conſcience, or the Suggeſtions of 
Reaſon, withour Revclation, turn Mutinous and Diſobedient, it 1s 
Lawful for him to quell them by force, if Argument will not pre- 
Vail; but Reaſon being Mens peculiar, and diſtinguiſhing Character, 
| Thold thar deference is due to it,by the Light of Nature, as that it 
may, and ſhould claim the Umpriage of all their Debates, before 
they offer at Blood or Blowes, or any Hoſtility and Violence, Fight- 
ing without Previous Reaſoning, being Brutal Inhumanity. 

But when Arguments fail, The Governing Powers who hold the 
common Conſcience, as well as Purie of the Society in their hands, 
may purſuant to it, check the Mutiny and Diſobedience of Sub- 
kts by Force of Arms, becauſe they have Counter-atted their 
Conſcience and Reaſon, by raiſin g Mutiny in the Community, which 
is fo great a miſchicf, that even the Reformation of abuſes it {#If 
cannor Conſecrate it | | 

Presbitery in England, and tie removal of Gabals, and Taxes 
upon Fruit jn Naples, did nor, conld nor quit Coft for.all the Blood 
ipiit by O/zver Cromwel, and Maſſa Niels the Piſher-man; ior Re- 
formations in the hands of the People, wh- nthey don't decive from 
the Head, and ran through Regular Conveyances io all the —_ 
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bers, are but Inſtruments of the moſt Butcherly Cruelties, ang 


; herefore great Care 1s to be raken, and that Suggeſted by Canſci- 
ence t90, that he Governing Powers be made Acquainted with, and 
Convinced off, the Neceſſity of Reformation, whea the Publick calls 
for them, 

But if we muſt Form an Hi-Natur's Hypotreſis, That if ihe Go- 
verning Powers wil not forward Reſort Wi2t it is Mani: 
ict that the Publick ts ready to dye for want of them, whar then 
ought the Subjects to do in Conſcience ? 

i Anſwer Eirit, in thoſe States and Kinguams, that terive tneiy 
Government from the Common Reaton oi the Society, and claim 
10 ii1gher an Original, the Governing Powers are oaly Truſtecs of 
the Community, and rf it be Notorious, that they abule their Truſt, 
:0 the Prejudice of ths Publick, by noi laying out that Power and 
Treaſure committed to, end Devolved upon them, for the Genera] 
Advantage, but rather make the P.opl-s Complicsted Power an 
Io{trument to Deftroy theinſclves, in ſuch a Caſe I fay, Purſuant 
to Reafon and Natural Conſcience, the grant madeby ſuch a Com- 


But I don't fay, that'this Grant can be Revok'd by any particu 
lar Male-Contenr, ſer of Subjects of a Kingdom or State, in a Can- 
ventic e by thernſclves, but'in the tulleſt and freeſt Aſſembly oi the 
Wiſelt Men in a Common- Wealth Repreſenting the reſt, for in ſuch 
Caſes the Governing Powers, diveſt themlelves of the Relation ©* 
Superiours to the Community, 2nd izave them to Provide to: 
themſelves in thar State of Nature, in which Government and Auy- 
thority firſt found them ; 1t being as {ontiftent with the Conſcience 
of the Community, . ro Provide 2gainſt the Tyranny. of Superior. 
as 2gainſt the Coniuſion of no Government atall ; but ro preven: 
al! Miſtakes in ihis Caſe, the Stipulation betwixt Sovereign 2794 
Subjects, and the Breach on either Side, ought all ro be Wriite:: 
with B:ams of the Sun, that he that Runs may Read, I am of 
Opinion , and my Conlcience Suggeſted it to me, that there 
ought to by this Vifference betwixt the Puniſhment of Male- Admi- 
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niftering Governours, and Mutinying Subjects, that the former 
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munity, to ſuch Male Adminiſtring Powers, is Revokable and has 5 


been often Revok'd, with good Succeſs to the Publick. f77 72 79445» - 07 
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can only be Puniſhed with a Revoke of that Grant and Ubedience, 
of the People by Virtue whereof, and their Commuſtion trom God, | 
they were Inveſted with Sovereignty with a Salvo, ſtill of their 
Perſons and Private Fortunes, ; whereas Mutinying SubjeCts againit 
Government Legally Adminiſtred, deſerve Death for their being 
Incendiary's for holding a Faggot to the Publick Compuſtion ; 
Whereas whoever was poſſeſſed of Sovereignty, ought to be better 
Treated even for Conſcience Sake ; becauſe it Suggeſts, that if they 
ray be ſank into the Common Fate of Thieves, Villains and Ral- 


;-»Callity of the People, few wou'd wear Crowns with ſuch a Black 
- Proſpe&t of Miſery, upoa failure in.the Adminiſtration, ſo the Com- 


munity might be without Government, than which nothing more 
Contradias Conſcience the Common Senſe of Minkind,whereas 


Indemnity and Pardon to Private Rebellious Members, were no bet- 


rerthan a Virtual Licenee to other Men of no Conſcience,nor Princi- 
ples to ſet Fire to the State, 

So that from what I have oftered, it appears that Conſcience Ob- 
Iidgeth the Governing Powers to provide for the ſafety of the Com- 
munity by Violence, even by Dcath, when perſwaſtves will not do 
with the People, And the ſame Principle Obligeth the Commu- 
nity in Council, and upon Mature Deliberation to Revoke their 
Grant, fiom- thoſe Governing Powers who won't perform with 
them, (till with a Salvo of their Perſons,for as there is no Reſerve of 
Liberty of Conſcience in the Subje finglely,to Counter-act or un- 
co his Grant to the Sovereign, ſo there 15 no Liberty of Conſcience 
Reſervedto the higher Powers, whereby they ſhould uſe their Truſt, 
to other ends than thoſe for which it was Grantedthem;And I think 
chat the great Governour of the World, has mightily Conſulted the 
{atereſt thereof, by Bleſſing the Generallity of Mankind, with ſuch 
a Standard of Conſcience, as might ſecure the Sovereignty from 
the Inſult of the Subjet, and the Subject from the V:olence of 
Armed Powers. | 

The Third Propofition I offer is, In Chriſtian States and Church- 
c5 that are Eſtabliſh't by poſitive Laws of God, Twiſted with thoſe 
of Nature,or by the Light of Revelation and Reaſon Complicated, if 
there be not a Manifeſt Contradiftion betwixt the Laws of them 


which 
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which derive from Humang Prudence, and thoſe which gerive -/:.> 2,7 
[rom particular Revelation ; The People can have no Warrant from ©'©>- 1:44 | 
Conſcience to Diſobey the Governing Powers. © #7 * # £t as 1;, 1,4 | 


To make this appear it will be neceſſary to conſider, That in all 
Chriſtian Governments there are ſome Laws that derive from the 
Common Reaſon of the Society, which particularly Reſpe& Civil, 
and Political Lite ; and ſome which are derived from che Common. 
and reccivedRevelations amongit them,and theſe refpett the Ggvern- | 
inent of Chriſtian, and Spiritual Lite: And alrho*' the Dodtrines 
of Chriſtianity, which ſtill Ingage our Belief, and tie Precepts © 
it, which always repuire our Obedience, do not fo {ar come unde 
the Cognizance of Humane Reaſon and Prudencs, as 10 receive any: 
Change or Alterations from its Authority ; yet when Chriſtians are 
Formed into a Body Politick, and. T wilt their Religion into theig 
Conſtitution, Humane Reaſon comes in for the appointment of 
Rules, whereby even that Religion which is of a Higher, yea Di- 
vine Birth, may be culy Excerciſed among the People, | 

Becauſe when God Almighty recommended Chriſtianity to the 
| World, it was to Men already Endow'd with Reaſon, which is a 
Frineiple of Light, derived from the tame Fountain with all Di- 
vine Revelations that are truly ſo; and their Harmony and Rela- 
tion could not be better Manifeſted, -than to ſuffer Reaſon to be- 
triend, and Work that Revelation into a regular Eſtabliſhment, which 
brought Credentials enough to prove its Divine Original ; tor tho' 
2 firſt itSurprized, and Nonpluſſed Reaſon, with a 77 nzty in Unity, * 
with the Conception of a Y:rgin,and Birth of a GOD; yet aitterwards 
it Submited 10 the Condutt of Reaſon to gain Footing, and ERabliſh- 
ment in the World,it was Neceſflary in point of Reaſon that it ſhould 
be Uſher'd into che World with Miracles, becauſe Reaſon wou'd have 
been apt to reject thoſe Dofrines which are above its Searches, 25 
Falſe and Spurious, it they had been Voucth't and Atteſted only by. 
what is Pl-in and Obvious: For ſtrange and uncommon Dof@rines 
- muſt haveUncommon Evideace toRecommentd them,otherwiſe Men 
will be Tnelin'd to think it is but a Cheat put upon their Minds,it be- 
ing Neceſlary to ſupport the Eſteem of all Doftrines,cirher by their 
benigne Qblidging Influence, or Miraculous Attettations ; Miracks 
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- ire commonly ſo contrived as to be Addreſt 10 the Senics, and when 


they are convinced of the matter of Fat, they convey great Images 
of the Power that wrought them to the Mind, which prepare the 
Mind to receive that Docrine as Divine, which is attended with 
fuch uncommon Phenomenas; all which indeed ſuppoſes that there 
are lodged inthe Mind, ſome Mighty 7/zeas of the Power of God, 
according to which it Efimates both the Divinity of the Doir;xe 
hat is Recommended, and the wonders that Arreſt it. Bur how- 
ver, when Chriſtianity had by Miracles proved its Original, Then 
it Vouchſafed to ſtoop ro the Condutt of Reaſon and Humane Pru- 
dentizls, in Order to its Promotion and Eſtabliſhment in the World, 
infomuch that now the Schemes of Chriſtian States and Kingdoms, 
are Complicated bf Reaſon and Revelation; and becauſe Miracles 
ceaſe now, and Mankind want them to Support Revealed DoCrines 
in their Eſteem. The common Reaſon of Chriſtians, in the ſeyc- 
ral Nations and Churches of Chriffendom, have ſecured thoſe Sacreg 
Doctrines from an open Oppoſition by /#u/ts and Pemaltys, :nfo- 
much that no wanton Lzberty of Conſciexce dare Impugne them. 
For ſure it muſt be allowed more Reaſonable to Reſtrain that Lz- 


erty by Laws and Puniſhments, than to Zxpo/e thoſe Dottrines to 


!ts Inſult and Scorn, which God has appointed to be the means of 
Grace and Salvation: And had not the Church provided wgainſt 
{nnovations in the Faith, by her own Cenſures, and the aſſiſtance of 
tne Temporal Power too; Liberty of Conſcience, and the Acputa- 
ton of Governing a Party, had long ago irighteged Chriſtianity 
ut of the World ; ſo that however Innocent and Holy a Re!:gion 
Chriſtianity 15, 1t can Anathemarize its Enemies hear, as well as 
Damn them hereafter, 1! they Obſtinatly Invade ir's Rights: «For 
ihe Obligation that lies upon our Religion to perpetuate 1t ielf, Im- 
powers it to reſtrain all Liberty that is Pernictous to vt, as much ag 
it's Native Sandtity enables it to beat down Vice and Wickedneſs : 
If St. Peter, Ads 5. Executing his Office, Rebuked Anrnanias, and 
Saphira to Neath, for keeping back ſome ol the price for which they 
fold the Land, becauſe they Lyed to the Holy Gho(t, then certainly 
ic conſiſts with the Natural Innocency of the Goſpel, to uſe 
5veritys againſt thoſs !!Impietics, and their Authors, who Im- 


pugne 
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pugne and Invade it's Truth ; and though it mighttly beiriends anc; 
Supports our Natural Powers of Freedom of Choice and Averfion, 
yet it muſt Check and Aeſtrain all Libertys againſt ir ſelf, info. 
much that where ever the Goſpel is ia it's purity, and upon the Eſta- 
bliſhment, the Governours of rhe Church Retain the lame Power of 
- puniſhing it's Enemys in'an Ordinary way by Humane prudzntials. 
which the Apoſttics Exerciſed in an Extraordinary way and by Mira- 
cle ; otherwiſe the Beaſts of the Forreſt, the Libertines, thoſe Beaſts 
of the People had long ago torne the Sacred Trinity, Nay the whol: 
Scheme of Chriſtianity in pieces, | 

But there are a ſet of Men in the World, who turn the Innocency 
of Goſpel! Principles againſt it Self, and think that they may Af- 
front that Religion with Impunity, but in it's awn Nature is 
ſo Harmleſs and Inoffenſive, whereas they retain no more Libert; 
nor are they Indulged by any P:incipleof Reaſon or Conſcience to 
do ſo now, more than they had, who Lived at its Firſt Promuiga- 
tion to Diſlent irom, or Riſe up againſt it, when it Shone briga: 
with the Life and Miracles of it's Author, = 

I would ask any of our Liberty- Mongers, whether when our Sa- 
viour Appear'd in the World with Holinels ro an Example, and Mi- 
racles without Exception, Men could then plead Liberty of Con- 
cience, and oppoſe it to his then New Doctrines, and their Di fci- 
ple-ſhip to him ; if that Plea wou'd have been Impertinent then (as 
I preſume) they own it wou'd,: then I fay it mult be ſo too, when 
it's offered now againſt a pure Eſtabliſh'c Church, for Chriſtianity 
ought to be reckoned in it's purity to them, who by Vertue of any 
new Light, cannot provide that it warm the Breaſts, and C irculate 
in the Bady of Chriſtians more Eff:tually than 1t does, by Vertue 
of that Eſtabliſhmenc which they oppoſe ; for the truth of this] 
appeal both tothe Rules and Practice of thoſe who have broken 
our Unity, and am ready to be determin'd by them, whether thei; 
Rules be better fitted for that end, or whether in their Practicegthey 
have more EffeCtually attained it ; and as to the Miracles which jt 
our Saviours Days, might have Silenced any clamours 0: Conte: 


FO | 


to Superſcde Miracles, which rheri were the Fences and Guardians 
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of the Goſpel, by Legal and Prudential Eftabliſrmen: and Govern- 
ment,thoſe who by a Plea of Conſcience turnMutineers 6G Play their 
Arguments againſt that, ought to Convince the World Irrefragably, 
that the Government they would Iutroduce, is better and Elder 
than what they oppoſe ; otherwiſe their Arguments are but Ful- 
{Om Sophiſtry, and their Light bat Darkneſs, and cannot juſt- 
'y be Charged upon Conſcience, that being a Demeffticam Numen 
« Light from Heaven, which like the Goſpel proves it's Heavenly 
Original, by patiently ſubmitting to whar is ſufferable 1n Govern- 
ment, rather than inflameing the World by Oppoſition; for in Ke- 
ormations which are not Wirranted by particular DireQtions from 
feaven, nor {rom the Conſtitution or Pulſe of the Governmeat 
under which they are made, nor by Irremediable and Deſtructive 
evils, pur upon the People by the higher Powers, there is always a 


certain Miſchief, but an uncertain Conveniency ; the certain Miſ- 


chief is the Unhinging and Pillcizing the People of the preſent Ba- 
fis of their Peace, aud the Danger of Fermenting them unto Anar- 
chy and Ditorder, the uncertain Conveniency is the probabiiity of 
their nor Agreeing upon better Scheme than what they have Dit- 
carded, therefore either the miftakes of ſuch Conſciences as ſugeſt 
fuch Reformations,are to be Corre<d,ortheir Liberty ſo Reſtrain-. 
ed,that however Private Sentiments may be Encertained againſt rhe 
Publick, yet thar they break not out into ſuch As as are Trouble- 
lome and Unpeaceful,tor unleſs rhis Power be allowed to all Societies 


Sacrcd and Civil, they muſt Disband and Difſ>lve, as often as 


theUnbridled Libertine pleaſcs to give out hisMandatcs; which were 
to Magnifie private Boſom-Sentiments, above the Complicated Wit- 
dom at the Community in Council, and to expoſe the Witeſt Con» 
ſtitutions, to the Inſult and Couquelit of every Feavouriſh or Fana- 
tical Head. 

When Opinions remain in the Breaſts thar Hatch't them, and do 
aot off-nd the Publick by outward Ads, they do not come under 
h:.mang ' 0gnizance, rhey are then properly to be beaten down by 
Argument and Perſwaſion, but cannot be touch'd by Force or Vio- 
lence ; thus a private Sub3:@& may think a Lawful Merciful King, 
tO be a Tyrant and Uſurper, ior which though remaining ſo, be 8 

only 
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| only Accountable to Gi, but if that Thought breaks out into Trea- 


ſon and Aſſaſſination of his Perſon, then becauſe it's iniquity may 
reach him, his Authority doth AqQually reach it, ro the Diſcourage- 
ment of the Treaſon, and Puniſhment of the Delinguent; even fo 
private Opinions in reference to'a pure Eilablifht Chrech, tho' they 
may have an ill Aſpect upon Her, yet b:cauſe remaining ſuch they 
cannot touch Her ; ' She can take -no Cognizince of them; bur uf 
they break our into Railing againſt Her DoQrines, an4 Contempt 
of Her Authority ; ſure it isas Reaſonable to allow Her a Conlet- 


' ence'to Puniſh ſuch Offences, as to allow private Perſons a Conlſci- 


encs to offer them: And-if Argument and Perſwaſion will not do, 
which ought always firſt tobe uſed ; Theo I think ir more Reaſon- 
able to ply Obſtinate Delinquents, with ſuch force as may con- | 

vince them of their Imprudence, in diſturbing a Sound, well Settled 
Church, Than that the Church ſhould ſuffer, either in her DoCtrine 
or Government, by an unſeaſonable Retormation offter'd, by Un- 
authoriſed Perſons: If it ſhould be Urg'd hear, That our B. Saviear, 
the Founder of the Chriſtian Church, uſed no-Force, but Argument and 
Perſwahon ts Proſelyte the World to himſelf; therefore it cannot be 
Lawfu! in his followers. | 
* To this *ris Anſwered, That his Arguments and Perſwaſion, as 
well as his Power, is Omnipotent; That the one'can Change Minds, 
as well as the other can Work Miracles in an inſtant; and becauſe 
this Omuipotent Perfwafion, no leſs then the. Power of Miracles is 
not left in the Church, for by the one, Prezudices and Prepoſleſſions 
were removed from the Mind as eaſily, as Blindneſs from the Eyes, 
or Deafneſs from the Eares, by the other : ' It ſeemed good to God, 
when Civil and Sacred Rites are uport the ſame Eſtabliſhment, to 
allow the Church ſuch a Coercive Power, as not toallow Her Ene- 
mics, as well az Friends, an equal ſhare of Temporal Advantages 
and Civil Preferments, that they ſhould not be Encouraged to Dit- 
obedience and Rebellion, by the Indulgence of their Mother. | 
"That the Church may do this, will be allowed by all, who con- 
ſider what Precedeney Sacred Authority ought to have' over that 
which'is purely Civil; and by all whoconſides, that a Church wou'd 
aave but little Advantage by being upon che Eſtabliſhment, _ 
| =. - "=  e._.: » o_ 
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Civil Magiſtrates, who are upon the ſame Bottom Licenſed, to op- 


poſe her Dodrines and Government ; bcſides, fince Emperors and 
Kings became Chriſtians, their Inauguration Vows, and Coronation» 
Oaths, do ſufficiently Proclaim whbat-Deference they own to be due 
to Fly Church, and Her Sacred Authority, tnſomuch that they all 
Solymaly Swear to Preſerve Her Rites; and how that can be other- 
wife done, than by Eacouraging her Friends, and Puniſhing Her 


Enemies, I cannot fſce; tho? I would bave this Puniſhment reach no- 


tarther, than to Silence the Clamours of the Conicientious Libertine 
againſt the Church, and to Incapacitate him to ſerve the State in 
any Poſt Civil or Military ; and ſurely they, who would not buy 
cheir Zeberty of Conſcience at this Cheap Rate, have no Conſcience 
at all. 
But to allow a Liberty 1n the fulleſt Latitude of it, ſo as to ad- 
vance the Jooſeſt Libertines to the beſt Preferments in a Setled Go- 
vernmeat ; however it may Cheat the State by allayiog the Tem- 
pers,and giveing fome Lucid Intervails to the Favour of the People; 
yet it is the readicft way to Blood, and Anarchy ; for the ſame Li- 
berty which they claimed as the grant of Heaven to Diſengage them 
of the Check of the Government, under which they lived, will alſo 
Prompethem to poſl.{s themſelves of the Government, when through 
iS giving way to them, in Compaſſion to their Conſcience, they 
arc able to make Head agaiaſt that Etabliſhment, whoſe Indulgence 
gave them Birth, | | 

| And whea the aggrieved Party becomes the Eſtablifh'r, They 
Aſſert the ſame Liberty, in Impoſing Rules upon others, whereby 
they may-become-free trom their. Intult and Invaſion, which they 
pleaded to Diſengage themſclves from the Check of a Superiour, when 
they were upon the Indulgence of others: - So that this Unbridled 
Liberty becomes Tyrannical to Inferiours, when at ts in Cathedra as 
{ may fay, and Vexativus to Superiours, when it is upon Sufferance, 
inſomuch that the Liberty of Coxſcience now in Vogue ean be no- 
thing but/an-Artifice, whereby Men withdraw themſelves from the 
preſent Government, That they ,may become Governours, and Im- 
poſe ſuch Reftraints upon the Liberty of others, which they would 


hs Be- 


MS; 


(is FF. 
Beiides, when we conſider that there is greater probability of 
the publick's Suffering by private Libertines, than of their 
ſuffering any Hardſhips by it ; we will bethe more Inclin'd to think 
that it 1s 1a the Power of the Governing Party to impoſe ſuch Re- 
ſtraints as ſecure themſelves, and the Duty ct the others to Submit 
to them. | | 
_ And if the greatneſs of Danger, and Miſchief, be- meaſured by 
their ill Influence upon the Publick Safety of th: Community, rather 


| than by the [nconveniency of ſome few DiſattcRed Libertines; then 


ſure the Governing Party is in more danger, by the Invaſion of * 
private Male-Contents, than they can be, by the Impoſiiion of the 
Higher Powers; For not-one Blow that is Struck at a Conſtitution 
or Government, but perhaps Kills z 000, whereas the Government 
can ſingle one Rebel out of a Herd, and cut him ſhorter by the 
Head tor Example; which can be no ſuch Miſchief ro Mankind in 
general, the good. whereot 15 ſuppoſed to be the end of all Conſtitu» 
tions Sacred and Civil. | 
H-nce it is that the Book of God'is ſo frezghted with-Pre- 
cepts of Obedicnce to the Higher Powers, inſomuch as the Goſpel 
ſeems to make Proviſion againſt the Vioknce of private Perſons to- 
wards a Government, with a great many more Penal Injunctions, 
than it has provided againſt offering private Perſons any Force by 
the Community ; becauſe it ſuppoſes the Wiſdom of the Commu» 
nity better Qualified to appoint Rules for publick- Order, than pri- 
vate. Perſons can: Therefore there was more neceſlity to check the 
Liberty of the Subject, than to dire the Wiſdom of:, the Govern- 


ment, tho' that be not wanting neither in the Holy Bible. 


So that to me it ſeems plain, That Communitys, whether Sacred 
or Civil, may as well plead Conſcience in Puniſhing private Perſons, 
for their Diſobedience, as private Perſons may plead it, for their 
Offending that way, eſpecially when we conſider that there are 
more promiſ:s in Scripture, of the Holy Spirits affiſting two or 
three, or an Aſſembly Lawſully convened for the Management| of 
publick Afﬀairs, than to private Perſons And when, by what [ 
have as yct offered, their Puni{hment only reaches to the Silencing _ 


their Clamours apainit the Church, and Incapacitating them to ſerve 
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in any Poſt, in a Chriſtian common wealth ; For certainly no Con - 
Nitution that is not veſted with this Power, can promife it ſelt. any 
Life-or Continuance, but may be choak't with the Libertines Con- 
ſcience as'often as he pleaſes, | 

I think it then Adviceable for the Subjects of theſe Nations, who 
have loſt ali Conſcience, Inqueſt of the Liberty thereof,to fix and ap- 
point i ſuch Limits, beyond which no party upon the Eſtablſhmenr 
ſhall offer ro command any thing, nor within which no party upon 
ſufterance, ſhall dare to refuſe their Qbedience, otherwiſe in the 
frequent Revolutions, that theſe Kingdoms fuſter, Men will fil! 
- be at a loſs, - whar they may Command, and what they ſhould Obey 
in Conſcience; and for ought I know, the want of this very thing, 

gives accaſion to our too- too frequent Convulſions of Church and 
State. . 

It'strue, We have the general Standards of Religion and Juſtice, 
Viz, The Laws of Kevelation from God,and the Laws of our Nations 
from our Anceſtors ; but when theſe muſt undergoe the Eye,and Ex- 
amin of the party upon Sufferance,as well as of that upon the Eſta- 
bliſhment ; and when cheir Judgment of them muſt be the Adegnare 
Rule of their Conſciences - There is no doubt but the publick muſt 
have a Blow, it not being to be preſumed, that the general Rule of 
Scripture and Laws, will be Interpretcd in favour of thoſe, who 
keep the Interpreters af Pnder, fo that for a Government to Indulge 
2a Liberty to Perſons Diſatt:Red to it ſelf, ro Interpret it's Grand 
Character, and to make that Interpretation the Rule of their Obe- 
dience, is but to Licence its Enemies to Undermine its Foundation, 
and Stab it to the Heart: For in theſe Caſes it is uſual with Men 
to Blend their Secular Intereſts with their Sacred ones, and it will 
be caſie to Wreſt a Text ſo, as to Cheat the People into a Belief of 
their being inthe Right; and when they are under that Perſwaſion, 
they are in Conſcience, Foriooth, Inclined to Change, and Faction, 
that they may Advance thoſe Teachers, whoſe Doctrincs Obliged 
their Fanſies, and Skin'd over their Sins. | 

To Obviate which, I think every Church and State ought in 
Conſcicnce, to keep the Interpretation of their own Charters, and 
es own. Hands, fo Rrapienkk oe morn Ie ie Giothes 
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- 
of their Enemies to be the Rules of the Peoples Obedience, and ro 
conclude all cheir Subj Es by it ; and 1t there be a Set of Male Con- 
tents, among them whoſe Temparal Interefls obl:ge them. :n con 
tinue, ſuppoſe in a Monarchical State, and Epiſcopal Church ; ard 
yet whoſe Conſciences will not be concluded by the Civil, or Fecie- 
Gaſtical Laws of that Church or State; Ithiok it much more Advi- 
fable, that theſe People tuſter ſome [nconvemiency, if ir were Banith- 
ment, whither perhaps they may carry Sound Confciences, and 
broken Eſtates, than that they ſhould be ſuffered to Sting the Botome, 
whoſ: warmth gave them Birth : Becauſe it 1s more probable thasr 
fewer will ſufter by their Exile, then would by the Fever which 
their il! Blood, and Clamouring againſt the Government, will Cre- 
ate in the State; neitner would I have Such Deſperate Remedies 
uſed, but in Eminent great Dangers, in which caſe I think the 
Church or State, ought in Conſcience to prefer their own Safty, to 
the tender Conlſctences of a few of their Subjz&s: And tho' I hate 
the French Methocs of D-zpooning Men into Maſs, and Popifh Prin- 
ciples, yet I think the Civii Wars of Frazce betwixt the Catholicks 
and Hugonets, in Charics the gth, Aenry the 3d, and Henry 4th's 
time, Committed a greater waite upon Mankind, and Diſgraced 
Chriſtianity as much as the lete petſecution.of Lewzs the 14th; 
for in the Civii Wars of that Kingdom, there were Thouſands of 
Criminals on all {ides, as in all Civil War there muit; whereas in 
this laſt the Mighty LZewzs bore all the blaine himſelf, 

But iris ſtrange to thiok, That theConſeiencious Male-Contents of 
th:te ourKingdoms have hadConiciences of that make,that they will 
rather raife a War again}tthe Government,or kindle Sedition amorg 
the Propic,iho' with theDeſtruftion of Thouſands of Chriſtians,than 
Swallow down any decent Cermonies of the Churches Appoint- 
ment, waich they account Impoſitions: Nay, They will nor hear 
ths Scriptures, and Commandments, which they own to be from 
Heaven, publickly Read in Church by the Eſtablith't Clergy, for fear 
of wounding their Conſciences, which is perfect Cheat and Con- 
tradition: For their owning theſe parts of our Service to be from 
Heaven, Voids all plea of Conſcience, for their not coming to hear 
| : ye ihem, 
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them, eſpecially when we don't blend them with any Superſtitior's 
Papeantry, : 

But the Miſtery of this Iniquity lies here, 1n the frequent turns 
that Fp:iſcopacy and Presbitery has had, eſpecially in Scor/and, the 
Partics, according as they Alternatively had Power to Suppreſs one 
another, treated the Diſcountenanc'd party with ſome Severities, 
which kindled Reſentments againſt them as Enemies, which Reient- 
ments they blended with their Principles, and Debauch't their Con- 
fciences with them, inſomuch that being thus heated with Malice, 
upon the S:ore of Reciprocal ſnjuries, they darken their Minds, 
and coole their Charity,and pretend they cannot in Conſcience com- 
municate with one another, im thoſe things, which both therr Con- 


- ſciences laying aſide the ferment of their Reſentment, and Paſſions 


own to be Good and Lawtul. by 

Thus becauſe ſome, who wore the Name and Character of being 
Zpiſcopal, bore hard upon Presbitery, when it was uuder Hatches; 
The Presbiterians mixt their Reſentments upon rhat account, with 
the Senſe of their Devotion towards God, and wou'd not Worſhip 
in commen, with t.ioſe who were ol the ſame Perſwaſion with them, 
who had Treated their Brethren with any Severity, Ee vice verſa ; 
t2o' the things wherein they were, and ought to have joyned in, 
17. publick Worſhip, were not concerned in thoſe things which are 


the occi{ion of Heat and D-bate among them ; ſo Natural almoſt it 


is for Men, who entertain any Debatis 1n point of Religion, at onee 
io make all their Anzer ſeem to have its Riſe trom thence, and to 
Cloax and Conlecrate their Variance, Suggeſted by their Ambi- 
1107, and Sinful folly, with the Sprcious Pretext of Conſcience, be- 
eauie ir ſeems to carry with it an Air of ſomthing that is Divine 


-and Unaccountable. 


Whereas if Conſcience be as it certainly 1s, a Light within us, 
which is the Immediate Govern<fs of all our Actions, but ſuch as 
Kecieves DireQion ſrom Reccived Revelations of God, and Statcd 


Laws ofthe Kinydom, it can never be Pertinenmtly Quoted as the 


Parent of ſuch Un-Chriftian and Miſchivous Diviſions, and if any 
pretend to a Light within him, a Conſcience that inclines him to 
Lountcract all the Rules and Orders of a Society whether Sacred or 
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Civil, and which will Receive no Direction from the Common rea- 
ſoo, nor Received Revelation of that Society; they are ro be Dilſ- 
carded and Recieved where they can, if there be any ſuch Herd in 
the World like themfelves ro whom chey may Aﬀociate, but for 
ought I know, however divided Chriltendom now ſtancs as to points 
of Religion, if Men would lay aſide thoſe Ua-Charuable hates, which 
kindle and ariſe fromtheir Efpoufing and Maintaining diticrent Par- 
ties 8nd Factions, they might with fa'e Conſciences unanimouſly 
Worſhip,even according to the Light of che Goſpel, which Shires 
thro? all Chriſtendom, Jeſs the Saviour of the World, with one Heart 
and with one Mouth, for the Light that Diſcovers him ro the World, 
by which all Conſciences ought to be Diretted is a/ways the ſame, and 
#ever Suggeſts Different things, (o that Differences of Religion are 
oweing to Men's not apprehending, or not Obeying it. 

The Difficulties that Remain to be cleared from this Diſcourſe 
ſeem to me to be theſe ; Firſt How by the Principles maintained in 
it, a Reformation is Practible. Secevdly, How to make Proviſion 
in point of Reaſon, that ſuppoſing Retormations, Reaſonable and 
Practicable, yet that the Church be not Reformed into a Chimera, 
it indeed ofren falls out that Society's are Sick in the Head, becauſe 
that thoſe that Sit in the Chair, having the greateſt Aﬀuency's of 
Honour and Wealth are apteſt ro be Corrupted, and bear hard upon 
the inferiour Rank, whence the Difficulties of Retormations ariſe, 
breauſe they ought to Commence from the Head ; that fo by pro- 
per and Regular Conveiances they may Run thro' and Circulate in 
the Body, For irregular Reformations (like unwholſome Phifick) 
rather Niſorder the Body than Cure the Diſeale ; this ſeems to be 
the Difficulty which thus 1n it's fulleſt force lics againR the Princt» 
ples of this Diſcourſe, which gives the Superior an Authority, and 
Power in point of Conlcience to Check Private Suggettions of Male- 
Contents againſt the Publick:when they break out into ſuch Overt- 
Ads, as are fatal tont's Peace; but notwithſtanding this I think 
R <formations inthe Caſe of Abuſes are praQticabie by the ſame Mea- 
ſauces, and upon the ſame Srounds that Men firſt Formed themſelves 
into Societies; for as the Senſe of their Perſonal infirmities ga- 
ther'd them 1nto Societies, and the inequallity of their Powers, and 
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Humours whereby they might Prey upon one another,taught chem 
Government tor their Common Defence, even fo the imart of A- 
buſes andGrievances, 1n a ſettled Society,teacherh them to Unite their 
Endeavours for Relief, with this Difterence that Societies in Fears,or 
in forming appoint their Head, to whom they will Submit and by 
whom they willbe Governed, 

But in the CaſeofRedrefiing Grievancesgthey only apply to the con- 
Juct and Direction of that Supreme Head which they have giready ow- 
ned,both becaule. of the Obligations of Difference andObedience,they 
have Engaged themſelves in, and becauſe the endeavouring a Pub- 
lick Change without the higher Powers, wou'd Create ill Blood br- 
twixt the Sovereign and Subje. and raiſe greater Grievances than 
it could Redrefs ; therefore all Grievances are to be borne, that are 
lefs Vex tous to tin Publick, thana Breach betwixt the Higher and 
Subordinate Powers; ut becauſe no Circumſtances of Society or 
Government can ſhake Men lo ofe of theſe Princip'cs of Nature and 
Preſervation which ar firſt inclined them to Community ; that Stare 
being Deſigned to Strengthen and not ro Enervate the Obligation of 
theſe Principl:s, if the higher Powers will not upon Humble and 
dueApplication made to them,relieve the Opprediiens andGri: vances 
of the Subject, that are Realy and Notorioufly fo, then the People 
being in ſuch.a Caſe Deſtiture ofa Father and in ſuch aState of Nature 
as tacy were when they fit wenr into Society and Government, 
may A the Parr ot the higher Powers, Pro hac Vice thernſelves; 
and may as Lawtully and Keafonably Relieve themiclves from At- 
flition and Grievanc:s by Council and Defentive Arms, as they 
could at firſt Emboly and Rerd under The Covert of Guvernment,to 
evoid Anarchy ang Coniuſton, | | 

The higher Powers in {ſuch a Caſe Re- inveſt the People with that 
Authority thcy had in the State of Nature, and muſt Virtually 
own their Relieving themſcives of ſuch Vexatious Gretvances,: to 
be re ipfa, as Juſtifiable, as their Submitting to their Sovereignty 
23d Protection at firſt : So that Renwente Magiſtratum, Reforma- 
tions in fuch a cafe Commence from tHe Higher Powers, ſince 
they Derive from the ſame Fountain with Soverignty it ſelf, vzz. the 
Appointment of God, and the Voice of the People, —_—_— Tr] 
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Neither has the Supreme Powers in bing, any more Authe- 
rity to hinder the Peoplcs coing theinſeives Juſtice in this Cate, than 
they could haveto ſtop, or prevent their Aﬀlociating, and prowing 
into Communities at firſt; tor ſuch is the fickle: 2nd uncertain 
State of Aﬀairs in the World, thar the beſt Scheme of Government 
can never keep them in one ftay; but Societies however well fenced, 
by particular Forms of Polity, finding them Incompetent to Anſwer 
the deſigned ends, are often forced upon the nile of thoſe Prin- 
cipies, and Politicks, which at futt taught them Society in the 
General. | - | 

Mankind can never Disband, bur may Shift the Schemes Thus 
the Romans being tired of Monarchy, changed it into a Common 
Wealth : Thus the Saxon {Zeptarchy was alter the Conqueft changed 
into an Exgliſh Monarchy, when the Tarqurns were Baniined from 
Rome, and Mona:chy with them ; this Revolution commenced from 
the Aigher Powers; tho' the King had no hand in it, otherwile 
chan by their Male-Adminiſtration, giveing the occaſion to it ; be- 
cauſe it proceeded from the People Adting in that Capacitv, and 
by that Authority, in which, and by which they Aged when they 
firſt engaged in any Sucieiy, or ſtoop't to any Government: For 
that muſt be reckon'd the Sovereign Authority upon Earth, which 
next ;0God pivcs being to Government it ſell, 

Neither can the Body of the People range this Power, of thus 
Aſſfrting theinſelves upon them, but in the caſe of fuch Heinious, 
and Pernicious Grievances,as Evidently,and Inevitably tend to their 
Deſtru&ion, by Disbanding their Government, and Diſſolving the 
Community : for no ſmaller evils can in hkelthood reduce them to 
a Stare of Nature, in which Circumſtances rhe uſe of this Power 
without the Mgiltrate1n being, is only allowable, it being better 
in Liohter matters, io bear any thing, Than to kindle feud berwixe 


 Magittrate and People ; becauſe in rhoſe matters which admit ot 


Debare, where che Right is Disputable, a Kingdom, or Nation will 
be +pt io go into Factions, divide their Powers, and make Head a- 
gainſt it f-1f, ro irs own Ruine ; bur in ſuch DeſtruQive Grievances, 
which without diſtinRion, Sweeps all Rice s of Soveraignty, and Sub- 
xction away at once, which AE Sacred, and Prophane things 

| nLO 


4 
q 


( 2% 3 

into one common Maſs: Then forasmuch 25 all intereſts are at 
Stake, and all on one ſide, there is no danger of ſuch a Diviſion as 
would Embroil a Nation,or Kingdom,inWar or Bluod;ind this it was 
that made our late Revojution at home leis Bloouy then it wo. 'd 
have been,among ourſelveseven becauſcine common Intereſt was all 
on one ſide : Tht> Conſideration eftetual:y i. hecks all Cabbals, and 
Whiſperers of Seditonin private Clubs,orConve:nicies, which is com- 
monly Conſecrated with a thow of Conſcience ; b:cauic no P<crſo- 
ral Intereſts, nor private Advantage, can Authorize a Breach with 
the Magiſtrate in being in any Scciety ; becauſe that breach wounds 
the publick, more than the Advancement of a(private Intereſt can 
profit it; and becauſe Conſcience bring a Light from Heaven, 
that direts Men to the beſt in all Capacities, can never Conſecrate, 
cor Juſtifie any publick diſ-ſervice with a private Emolument - Be- 
{:des, it is hardly preſumeable, that the Emminent Danger or Deſpe- 
rate Condition of the Sacred, and Civil Afﬀairs of a Kingdom, or 
Nation, ſhould only enter into the thoughts of ſome few; perhaps 
Obſcure Perſons, far enough removed from thoſe Poſts of Buſintfs in 
the Common Wealth, which open Mens Profpe&t into the Counſels 
and Managemeat of the World : But if it be fo, and the evils be 
certain and pernicious, theſe Perſons ought 10 Addreſs the Soveraign 
Powers to divert them ; if the Head be Sick, and will-give no Di- 
rection, and the Body ready to periſh with Contagion, then the 
People are to Reform, and to look to themſelves, according to the 
meaſures here already P: efcribed,viz. In Council upon the Matureft Deli- 
zeration; and this was the Method the Council and Parliament of 
£271and took 1n the late change. 

From hence then it appears how Reformations in a State, King- 
dorn, or Commen Wealth are Pratticable, even when the Head 1s 
Sick and cannot, or S:ubborn and will not, give any Dircion in 
Matters of Publick Concernmient. 

[t Remains now that we Corſider whether Reformations are 
Practicable inthe Charch, by thoſe Principles that maintain a Pow- 
ez in Church Governours in point of Conlci:nce, to puniſh Delin- 
quzn's againſt hec,in order to clear this! think: my {cf Obliged totake 
Notice, that as there 15 no Univerſal Civil Sovereign of Divine Ap- 
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pointment, but every Nation and Kingdom, has a Power within it 


ſelf of making it's own Laws, and ending it's own Debates, even ſo 
there is no Univerſal ſacred Superiour, to give Laws or Receive 
Appeals. 

The Popes Claim has been ſo often B:{IVd that I ſhall not name 
it, but every National Church appoints it's own Rites, and Ends it's 
Controverſies or þy a General Counci), | 
And as Common Reaſon and Natural Juſtice is the great Charter of 
all Civil Societies, ſo Nivine Revelations that ate truly fo, are the 
Grand Charter of all Sacred Corporations and Body's ; and as who- 
ever wou'd pretend to Univerſal Civi) Sovereignty, and ſhew no 
Reaſon for it, but afl:rt it by Methods of Blood and Cruelty would 
be Oppoſed and Ridicuicd by all Crowned Heads; even ſo who- 
ever offers at a Univerſal Spiritual Lordſhip over tle World,and can 
ſhew no Revelation for it,bur Aſlert it by Anathema's, and a Sacred 
ſort of Tyranny ought to be Treated with Scorn and Contempt, and 
with a Holy Zeal Laug'd out of Chriſtendom. 

The Firſt Reformers then from Popery eſpecially in theſe King- 
doms, tho' they might for Peace fake Firſt apply to Rome for Relief, 
yet they were under no Obligation of Conſcience to do lo, both be- 
cauſe that Obligation is of Force in things Sacred, only where there 
is a Divine Right proved, and becauſe the Difference that for ſome 
Ages was paid to that Sce by the Chriſtians of theſe Kingdoms, was 
rather Extorted from them by the Power Paramount of that Court, 
conirary to the Fundamental Laws and Statutes of theſe Churches 
and Nations, particularly the Statute of Clarendon and others, than 
Submitted and Confented to, by any AR and Deed of their owng 
ſo that th-ſe Churches might, and did purſuant to a Principle of 
Conſcience, Reform themſelves without Regard had to Rome, 

Id know and ow”; hat thereis no known and Allowed Codethat 
contains all the Principles of Reaſon and Natural Juſtice, whereby 
the ſ{cveral fets and Civil Societies of Mankind are or eught to be 
G-verned, which gives them a great Latitude in Modelling them- 
{Ives without Reſpect had to the particular Maxzms and Schemes of 
one another, neithcr do they offer at Unity further than'that of com- 
mon Juſtice which is the Breath of Mankind, and f{ccures _— in 
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their Commerce; whereas in Religion and Revelation, eſpecialiy 
amonz Chriſtians there is an approved Code, viz, The Holy Bible 
which contains Principles of belief and Precepts for Praftice, to be 
Received by ail who inliſt themſelves in that Holy Profeſſion, and all 
Chriſtians muſt aim at a Unity in theſe Principles and Precepts, both 
?o perchaſe the reward of their Religion, and ro Contradiftinguiſh 
them from the Fieathen and Mahometan World. 

Thefe Principles don't fall under the Cognizance and determina- 
tion of the Cherch, to add too, or diminiſh from them, much leſs 
than As of Parliament fall under the deciſlion of the People, who 
are fo be Concluded by them : But whereas different Nations have 
dificrent Cuſtoms and Modes, which are Expreſſive either for the 
Gravity or Looſcneſs of their Demeanour. it ſeems Reaſonable to 
allow every National Church a Power to Appropriate to their Pub- 
lick Worſhip, ſach Rites and Modes as amor;z them are Signs and 
Expreſſions of the moſt Serious and Solemn G-avity and Decency; 
and theſe Receiving the force of a Law by the Authority of that N- 
tional Church do iv Conſcience Qblige all the SubjeRs of thar Natt- 
on, and Members of that Church at leaſt to a Nonr: ſiſtance of, if not 
to-a Compliance with them,an} in this Caſe where the Soul is not in 
Daoger, it's Principles of Belict and Practice which muſt carry it to 
Heaven,betng firm and untouch't by humameAuthoriry,Private Con» 
ſcience muſt give way tu Publick Conſcicnce, no lefs than + Private 
Member of Parliaments Opinion muſt give way tothe cry of an Act 
that is Votid by a full Houſz : For what in Civil Matrers is common 
Reaſon, that inSacred things is common Conſcience,and as Civil Acts 
and Stztutes are no more chen the Common Reafon of the Society 
Digcſied into Rules for Practice; fo Eccleſiaſtical Canons areno more 
t2an the common Co iſciznce of the Charch Digeſted into Rales for 
Chrittien Lile grid Worthip ; and theſe Canons fo quallifi-d as not | 
to Interfere with thoſe Privciples of Fairh and Practice co:cained in 
the Holy Oraclcs, which are the Rock of our Salvation, do cer- 
tainly Ovlige the Conticience; for 1 take an Objigation of Conſei- 
ence to lye, where cver the Peace and Uni'y of the Church is con- 
cerned - Therctore it a Man can Conſfiftently with the Beliet of his 
Cres, and Pratict ef that SyRem of Chriſtian Precepts contained 
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in the Goſpel, Worſhip according ro the Etabliſh't Rulcs and 
Mode, he ought 1n Conſcience rather to do ſo, than venurz to 
break Charity, and Rend the Church by Separating from it. 

We daily ſce the Diſmal Eftets of Mens lnadvcrtency in this 
point, for to ſeep their Conſciences clean'trom a Ceremony, they 
clog them with Schiſm; Thus they /irain at Guatts, and ſwallow 
Camels, whilſt Charity cooles in the Breaſts of thoſe Chriſtians, 
who will no: Worſhip at the ſame Altar, with the fame M-uth and 
YoIes. | | 

Where a Mans Belicf is ſound, and Obedience of the great things 
of the Liw ſafe, I look upon it to be as Impertinen: for him to 
ofter the Suggeſtions of [11s private Conſcrence, againit the Eftabliſft 
Modes of a National Church, and turn Difſezter upon that Score, 
as it were for a private Subj: to turn R-b:} io the State wherein 
he lives; becauſe his private Reaſon Whiſpers to tim, that irs Con- 
ftitution is in ſome ſmaller rhings Deicitivez and why the Church 
ihould not have Power ro queli a Sc!+:{:11 that Commences !rom Ce- 
remonies, by her Authority as well 2s the State can Stiitle a Re- 
bellion, that is kindled by the fickl2 Madneſs of the Pcople, I could 
never as yet learn. | 

Ir's crue indeed, - The Iniquity of S-paration in a Church, does 
not wound the Subj:s oi a Kingyom 15 the fame Interetts, that 
R:bÞcilion in a Stare doth : for ihe one touches Mens Souls and Con- 
ſciences, the other rezcheth only their Perſons and Fortunes ; there- 
fore the Authorities, by which they are Puntſhed, are different,vzz, 
Sacred and Civil ; bur as the Civil Authority can oicen be other- 
wiſe Sccured from ihe Miſchief of a P<ft:lenr Member, than Þy 
Death, or ſome Corporel Mulet:; fo the Sacred Authority can't 
oſten other wiſs Secure the Church, than by turning Delrmngaents 
that way, oi t of all Capacities, and Poſts of Bufinels, wherein they 
mizat do her any Diſ-ſervic-- And when the Principles and Pre- 
cefts of the Goſpcl, as they are delivered by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
in tne Sacred Records, ate upon the Legal Eſtabliſhment, and theſe 
_ only P«cach'd, and Recommended to the People by the Eftablith't 
Clergy, without Coyning a new Article, or Enjayning a new Pre- 
cept: Aad when the Canons, RespeRing the Converſation of Clergy 
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and People, are Unexceptionable, as to their Encourageing of Vir- 
tue and Picty; and this 1n the Main allowed by DifSexters them- 
ſcives, I do not ſee what general good end can be attained by an In- 
definite Judulgence, ſince the Canons now in force againſt Vice, are 
thereby Relaxed, and Enervated, the Diſcipline of the Thurch lolt, 
ſeveral Doors being thereby open'd to eſcape us Edge, and Men there- 
by being Encouraged to live looſe of any Rules, Wickedneſs 
becomes Alamode, and the publick 1s loft in a Flood of De- 
bauchery. | 

Moreover, ſince the Reformation of theſe National Churches 
from Rome, it is Obſcrvable, That none, that ever Reformed from 
the Fpiſcopal Scheme, appointed Sacred Rules that Encouraged Vir- 
Tue more, or Crampt Conicience lcls, or gave leſs occaſion to an end- 
Icfs Diviſions in Churches, than that of Exgiand, 

The truth of this may appear trom a Survey of the ſeveral Forms 
of Presbitery, Independency; Anabaptiſm, Sweet-ſingers, Quakers, 
and that Numerous ſct of S:Qs that Spawn'd from a Needleſs and 
Irregular Reformation from Epiſcopacy: All theſe brought their 
own Dcath into the Worid with them, becauſe they derived 
being from the overthrow *of a Government, which is much 
Old-r than themſelves, and anſweied all the ends of Chriſtianity 
Oettcr. | | 

But the true Reaſon of the Folly, and 'Unſuccesfulneſs of theſe 
Suvb-icform tions, and Sub-diviſions of the Church, I take to be this, 
even bceauic the Britiſh and Triſh Fpiſcopacy (I ſpeak ſince the Re- 
formaiion} did not Impoſe fuch Aardthips in matter of Religion, 
up3n all, or any of thc Inhabirants of theſe Kingdoms, as to give 
::206 ground of a Revolt trom her Communion, they not being by 
Virtue thereof, 11 2ny hezard of thoſe Principles and Precepts, the * 
fols wherzof, can only Juilifis the Inferiour Members of the Church, 
ina S:paration {rom the Supertour,and Goveraing Powers, as it Was 
inthe cale of our Revolt from Rome. 

And this mace Reformation thrive ſo ill in their hands, that ir 
22C41Nca Monlter with many tHeads, Diferters from Epiſcopa- 
cy. being puniſhed in their own kinde, ſpawning thoſe Vermin 

; becauſe when 
A Reformation commences not from the Neceſſity of {ſupporting the 
Church 
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Church in its fundamental Doctrines, and ancient Government, but 
only from a ſhow of Conſcience with a reſpe&t to Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, which are only of a Local and Temporary Obligation ; it hath 
not, it cannot, have any fix'd Limits, nor c2n it be contin'd, - but 
muſt be as looſe and boundleſs as That Conſcientions Liberty that 
gave Birth to tt. | 

For where the Reformation derives not from the Neceſſity of the 
Church ; nay, of the Lite of Chri/tzanzty it ſelf, as ours trom Rome 
did, but from the humour of the Retormer Cloak'os with Conſcrence ; 
God knows where it will ſtop; | 

This was the very thing that broxe Presbitery into imdependency ; 
That into Quaterijſm, ©c, till they loſt all Face and Form of Go- 
vernment, and there with that Difcipline which would have check'e 
the ſhameful, but prevailing Lewdnz:is of this Age and theſe Na» 
tions ; | 

That the SubjeQts of a State or Kingdom who are Link't together 
by one Chain of civii Government, ſhould all alſo be under one Forrr 
of ſacred Government wou'd certainly contribute very much to 
their happineſs, eſpecially ſince Princes became Nourſing Fathers to 
the Church ; and ſince ſacred and civi! Rights are upon the ſame Le- 
gal Eſtabliſhment;For thereby the Prince might exſert his Paternal 
care towards all his Subj: &s, by the ſame meaſures of Government, 
whetier 1n their Civil or Eecletiaſtical Capacities, and the Subjects 
might cetcris paribus owning his Eccleſiaſtical, as well civil Laws, 
indiff:renily and equally pretend to a ſhare of his Eſteem, and Fa- 
vours; when Honours and Prefermentsare a dealing; whereas when 
he has one S=tt of Re/ez7on;/fs upon the Ellabliſhment,and the other 
upon futt-rarice, what he du's in favour of thoſe upon fſufferance 
muſt be beiide the Canons Ratified by his own Authority in behalt 
of the Eſtabliſh's Party, and this trets and difobliges them 3 And 
waatever he g31ns in the Eitcem of one, he looſeth with the other - 
ſo that the Subj as of a Nation { ſince there is no avoiding Hea:s 
trom this Topic, which often flames out into WarJought in Conſct- 
exce to enceavour a Unionin wcred things, to avoid putting fuch 
bardſhigs upon a Prince in point of Government; And to avoid the 
gilmal cfi:s of it, upon the Publick : : 
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And that this Union which w64 be of ſuch general good influencz 
upon Prince and People is attainable by the SubjzAs of theſe Na- 
tions, is apparent by our almoſt univerſal conſent in Fundamentals, 
and ſince theſe Fundamentals are as pure upon the tide of the Efta- 
bliſh'd Party, if not more; as upon that which is upan ſufferance, is 
is much moreconſiſtent with Reefon and Conſcience to conform the 
Conventicle to the Church; than to fink the Church, ab/r emen,into 
the Conventicle ; Neither can a fett of Male-content Clergy of - theſe 
Nations pretend, as good a Warrant to Reform from the Governing 


 Feelefiafticks among us, as we did from Rowe ; even for this 


Politick Reafon, beſides our conſent in DoCtrinals, becauſe we had 
no civil Union in Political Government with Rome, therefore could 
Uo Society nor Mankind no harm that way, whereas the Subj:cts 
Ci a Nation cannnt take upon them to Reform the Church of it, of 
themſclves ; without off:ring its Civil Government ſome violznce ; 
or putting ſoine unnecefſiry and poroicious hardſhips upon Prince 
or zcople, or both ; thay which rothing can be more againit Cor- 


feierc: : If indeed they mew a Commuillion from Heaven, well 


vonct}'d io alter and chang. che Word, I'ie iubmit; but tit] then they 
cannot honeſtly rovch an Eſtabliſhment, whica Anfwers all the ends 
of Morality and Rel:gion better than any that they would introduce, 
as CXpcrience has proved 10 any Efforis, that they have made that 
way ; For what ihcy.did in that particular, being only to advance 
a Party, and gratis the Religious Itch of the giddy People, { The 


Jubſtantels of Chriſtianty being provided for by the wiſdom otour 


Reftormers bþcfore | it had only this effc& upon whom, 4t took, v2; 
to make thein Loliy ani Pharifaical in their Tempers, and twell 
rem with ſpirira:l Pride, infomuch that they ſcorn all others as 
Babes and Panies in Religion, whereof they wou'd make a Mono- 
Pojy, for | hardly know any of theſe Sub-divid:d Cabbals ; but 
v/hat confine Chriſt and his Sufferings as to the benefir of them, 
according to the Rom/þ Example, to rheir own Club, 

It is 0 {mall acc:ffion of Reputation and Honour to our firſt Re- 
formetion that {tiled in Epiſcopacy,Tiiat it was a R:ſioration of our 
Church to her Ancient Rites and Baſis, a Reinforceing thoſe Acts 
2nd Statutes, cowards the throwing off the Popal Jurifdition whicy 
Were 
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' were firſt made 2gainſt its Growth, particularly the Statute of Car- 
| {iſe, made inthe Reign of Edward the Firlt, it was Declared, Thu? 


theChurch of England was Founaed in the Eſtate of Prelacy within 
the Realm of England, by the King and Peers thereof ; and that the 
ſeveral Encroachments of the Biſhop of Rome, ſpecifi.d thit Att aid 
tend to the Annullation of the State of the Church, aud Diſ-inher it- 
ing of the King, and Peers: Another Law tells us, hat the Crows 
of England hath been ſo jree at all times, that it has been tn no Barth- 
ly Sabjettion, but immedutely Subjeted to God, in ail:rhings tuuch- 
in; its Regality, and to no other, and ought not to be Submitted to 
the Pope. | 

Tie, and ſuch like Statutes, our Church was tounded upon, at 
what time Rome began her Uturpations apon Us ; and fo thele the is 
now Reitored by her own Autbority, which the derives imimedi- 
atly ir,nm, Haven, withour any Papal Mediations. 

Whcercas our SeQtarian Reformers, can plead no Ancient Law's, 
nor Statuczs of thete Kingdoms, for the feveral Schemes th: y tet up; 
They Go pliad Conſcrence bur 1n vain, according to what appuars 
from this Diſcourſe, fince their private Conferences ought to be De- 
termincd by the Common Cexſczeace of the Church wherein they 
lives, whiltt they are ſound 1n their Behiet, and fafein their Practice 
of :ac great taings of the Law, by Confirming tothe ERtabliſhment; 
and I iope they do not offer at a new Commillion from Heaven, to 
ſet up ew Churches 1n theie Nations; which, but within thele 
Hunored years, or there-aboutrs, our fore-Fathers knew nothing of, 
and had no Precedeiit tn theſe Kingdoms, 

But as the Scheme of theſe Conventicles was perieQly new, and 
Unexampled 17 theſe Nations, or any where elſe, betore Mr, Ca!- 
veins Days; fo the Clergy that ſerve in them, are a new fer of 
Prieſts. Sprung, I am airaid, from the Earth, who can give no Tc- 
lerable account of the Derivation of their Orders, bur boldly Fa- 
ther themtelves upon Chriit and his Apoſiles, at Filtcen Hundred 
years Ciſcontinuance, | 

Theſe are bold Meaſures, of Reforming that Introduce *New 
Churches, new Prietts, all at once, and may be much more Fatal io 
thoſe, that now are ſo tond of them, Hundred years herice, than 

I boi they 
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they can be to the now Eſtabliſhment; for by the ſame Methods 
a Hundred or Two Hundred years hence, ſome freſh Inſpirado's 
may ſprout from the People, and take up Holy Orders, and a Form 
of C hurch Polity at their Foot, and cry down Presbitery, Iad*epen- 
darcy, Oc. as Annichrifiian Policy, an Enemy to the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, to the Opcration of Effctuzl Grace upon the $9ouls of Be- 
licvers, and to true Chriſtian Liberty in a Goſpel Diipenſaton : 
Nor can I ſze what Politicks the S:Qarians have left themſelves, in 
their proceevings with the Eft :bliſh'e Church, to beat down ſuch a 
ict of Enemies, if they ſhould mak= Hoad againſt them, | 

Whereas we in our Reformition. having retained the Ancient 
D.G&rincs and Government of the Church, together with an Utig- 
ecrrupted Derivation of Ordcrs, have at once ſhew'd, that the 
Church we Reformed from, was Corrupted in moſt of thefe, and 
prevented any making head ayainit us, unleſs they can ſhew their 
Credentials inimediately from Heaven, by Miracle tor fo doing, or 
provs their Authority to Act in a Sacred Capaciry,by a genutn Deri- 
Va'ionof it, through the ſeveral Ages of the Charch,trom Chriſt who 
is the Head of 31] Spiritual Powers, | 

For whoever makes a ſeparation from a National Church that 
maintains all the uncorrupted Genuin Principles, and Prec: pts of 
Chrittiznity, whuch carry 4 Soul fafc to Heaven, and pleads Covſci- 
ence for his ſeparation from thac Church upon the fcore of Ceremo- 
ny, ought eliher co Eftabl:ith or Engage with another 3; whote Dn- 


Etrincs and Rites cannot be Ex-cpicd ant, by rhe Nic: ſt Crnſere - 


ence ; Otherwiſe he only iram:'s Weapuns, to pull down 1s Church, 
dy the ſame means That he laid hancs on the Eſtabliſhed, 

To avoid which miſchiet, and tor the ſatistaction of render Con- 
ferences, the Presbiterzans thicew of Bps. and Decent Ceremonies by 


whote ſale, bur retained a graerion of Synodic'] power ih 4 Ntuon 


or Province, The /ndepedent went afſtep farther, and Corfin'd att 
F cclefiattical power to each Congregation feverally ; The Quakers 
thois unnzcountable Iofpirade's whom I know as litile of 2s thy do 
of themſelves, tis pity to Name em, but they «ll agreed to fſirip the 
VWorthip of God naked as a iriendlefs Orphan, infomuch, that as ma- 
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ny took offence at the nakedneſs of the Conventicle, as ar the De- 


cency and Order of the Church, but not tinding theſe Politicks ſuc- 
cesful enough in the Deſign of them, v7/z. their Defence againſt any 
Invation of Mele-contenrs, whenever any SeRarians got into the 
Chair ; They fcll about Hampering of Conſcrence with Muldts and 
Penaltics, and forcing an Unitormity 11 their Diſcipline and Wor- 
{hip, by much more ſevere meritods than that Church, trom' whoſe 
{oft Politicks thac wav; they fi;ſt rook the occaſion of offence, wit- 
neſs the Anabaptiſis 1a Munſter, and the Presbiterians now of New 
Engiand, who 19 point of Conſcience, treat the Tender Conſciences of 
Diſgenters from them with Gibbets and Ropes; fo that their own 
Practice vouches ihe Truth of the Principics of this Diſcourſe, wz: 
that no ſacred Society, can ſubjiſt without a power 10 its Gover- 
nous in point of Con'cinnxce to check Conſcientious Delinquents againſt 
Ir, [ut cheir Oppintons in this Matter alter according to their own 
circumſtances ot being io the Chair or upon Sufferance for the fame 
power that they muſt aſſert waen inthe Chair in order to keep thenz 
{ate there, will cruth them ro Death when upon Sufferance, ſo that 
they muſt either have Two Conſciences, or One large one to ſerve 
both the Turns of their Eſtabliſhment, or Indulgence, | 
Neither can 11 be eaſily immagin'd that the wite Governour of 
the Wor'd has Authoi1iz'd a ſeparation made by a ſet of Private 
Members from any Sacred or Civil Society wherein they live, un- 
lefs it be either apparent that the Governours of that Society are 
Uſurpers, uſeing their power in its Deſtruction, or they can prove 
their commiſſion to make rhe change by unexceptionable creden- 
tizls from Heaven, otherwiſe God would have licenc'd Men at plea- 
ſure to unravel that State of Lite, viz. Society, which is of his own 
appointment, an In{trument of rhe greateſt happineſs ro Mankind ; 
ſo that upon this cc:1{ideration and orbers, I am apt to believe that 
Liberty of Conſcience, ſo much in the meuths of the People, is by 


| the wiſdom of Heaven left in the hands of ſpirituzl Governours for 


the management of it; That is, that they oy 10 each Nation or 
Province by their own Authority, without reſp: to any Higher or 
Foreign jurifditior, appoint ſuca Modesand Rites of Worſhip, as 
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beſt confilt with, and conducs to a Holy and Religious Lite, and the 
Practice of Chriitianity within ſuch a Diſtrict, and Compaſs; 

T his of one Nztiona! Churches being exempted from the power 
and c:nfſare of another, ſeems to me a much truer Not1on of [ zherty 
of Conſcience then thewvalgar accepration of 1t,viz. that every Man 
Ly virtueof a Licht of Conſcience within him, has a Cominiſion to 
{. paratr from 4 3acres S 14 y, when every thing 1n uſe there, does 
not pleaſ: him ; oo obs Vegerters the nicives will not allow any par- 
ticulzy Memiers © +7 i wnl ro Sub-civice from them, wiihour 
CENmICACG Pi: TH rravt« V .0 Apoſ a Pica of Conſcience ; which yer 
they wrpe tor ther f-oz 123 from the National Churci. 

Pig to Et bliiPo Church has 2s Corrcive a power over them 
nv Gznrail, as thy have over thiir particular Members,'or waat 
can Ye; 157g {rm their Writings, or Reaſonings with us upon 
thay Surjcdt, 

Lace is ind2cd one great Grievance Conniv'd at in thefe Na- 
tions, Which widens our Differences, Cools Charity, and Uites 
all the Bands of Sacred Sociciy, and that is feveral Sets, b:f1cs the 
Eitabiilh'r, of pretended Cleryy-men ; who Derive their Ur ders and 
Commilſins to do Sacred Offices, difterent W2ys, and cry our they 
Mvea Mardamas from Heaven ; This makes one Ser of the Pcople 
belicve, that rheir Teachers only are Gocs Commiſſioners ; a- 
nothcr believes that theirs only are the Ambzfi:durs of tHeaven ; 
Titus cagerly Mainteining the Cor miſſicns of their Reſpe tive Lea- 
ders, and Church Otficers, One Herd Wor ſhips at Mount Garizim, 
the other at the Temple of Jeruſalem, til! their bicach become as 
wide as that of Jew arid Samaritan, tothe Scandal of their Common 
Chriſtizniry; fure they cannot plcad Corjctence againſt Epiſcopal 
Ordginai1on, as Antichriſtian and unlawiul; unleſs they Unchurch 
the Chu:ch for 1600 Ycars togetherat one ſtroke, and plead that 
Chritt had no Evangclicaly Eftabiiſh'd Church untill Mr. Calvin 
Mogell'd it at Geneva : If they allow an Epiſcopal Derivation of Or- 
ders to be valid, why don't they Receive them; unleſs they be a 
ſhamed to Oppole Epiſcopacy by, Virtue of a Power Convey*d from 
it fel; Therefore they taka an - Authority derived trom New 
Atlemtis or Friiepia, to ſink the Epiſcopal Orderand Deccncy in the 
Ejtcem.of the People, and raiſe themiclves iato it z _ 
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What endlefs and irremediable Confuſions wou'd it breed in the 
Srate, juſt like thoſe in the Church ; if the Magiſtrates differ'd as 
much in-the Expoſitions of Laws, and Adminiſtration of Jultice up* 
on their Benches, as the ſeveral Sets of Clergy do among us in their 
Accounts of the Divine Law, and pleaded different Comiſſons for ſo 
doing : If where Monarchy 1s Eſtabliſh't, a parcel of its Subjects 
ſhould put on an Arifte Cratical Power, and give Commillions to 
a few Men of their own Kidney, to Expound the Laws to then, and 
appoint them Methods, and Meaſures of Obedience co the Higher 
Powers; it wou'd make juſt ſuch a Rent in the State, as a parcel of 
Presbiterians, giveing Commiliion to ſome of their own Creatures 
to Explain the Scripture Rules, concerning Church Government, 
do's in the Church, where Epiſcopacy is Eftabliſh't; nor can it be 
pleaded in this Caſe among us, that the Interpretation of the Sacred 
Laws of Heaven is more the Right, and in the Pawer of the Diſcen- 
ting Clergy, than the Civil Laws of the Nation are in the Power 
of a parcel of Ufurping Male-content SubjzAs ; becauſe it is more. 
apparent that the King, who is the Civil Legiſlator, hath commit- 
ted the Expoſition of his Statutes to a certain Set of Judges, ap- 
pointed for that uſe, than it appears that God has only appointed the 
Eſtabliſh'd Clergy to Interpret the Divine Law : This anſwer might 
have had ſome force in the Mouths of our Reformers from Rome, 
when they made it appear, That ihe Rem7/pDoQors had Mil-interpre- 
red the Grand Character of the Church,ard Impoted their Gloſles 
upon a great part of the World Subanarthemate, where they had no 
Power : But ameng us,where even the Male-contents in the Church, 
own that there is no ſuch things pant upon them De zece/itate Salutis, 
it can be of no force at all; for by their owning the Interpretation of 
Church Eſtabliſh't, of thoſe Arricles of Faith, and Precepts of Obe- 
dience, upon which Mens happineſs turns, to conſiſt with their Eter- 
nal Welfare and Salvation, they have given up all Plea of the Ne- 
ceſlity of an Interpretation of: their own, and the Peoples Receiving 
it; beſides, as there is no Dangerous Article Impoſed upon the 
People, by the Authority of the Eſtabliſh's Church, fo the Eſtabliſh 
Clergy are the Lineal, and Le Sn of thoſe, who in all Ages 
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( 34 ) 
had the right of Preaching, and Interpreting the Divine Law, to the 
Chriſtian Wold; who tho'in ſome Ages they might,and did Corrupt 
it; yet they never loſt, bur always Tranſmitted to their Legitimat 
Polterity, arightto do the Church Juilice, according to the Grand 
Charter given her from Heaven. 

Therctore it muſl be Ulurpatien in any of theſe Kingdoms, either 
to derive a Commiſſion to Offi-iate in Sacred things, otherwiſe than 
by the Eftabliſh't Chuich, or thereby to obtrude other DoCtrines 
upon her People, than what are contained in her Creeds and 
Articles, 


Thus when the Church had fſecur'd the Souls of her' particular 


Members, by found Orthodox Princeples, and Holy Juſt Canons (in- 
{omuch that the moſt Saber, and Religious Diſſenters, do þut Mat- 
terially Believe, and Practice what ſhe enjoyns) it 1s no more Vio- 
tence, nor Perſccution 1a her, to treat her Mutinous, Obſtinate C hil- 
dren with Excommunication and Baniſhment, Than for the State to 
Oatlaw and Projcribe luch of their Members, as only wou'd receive 
the Bencft of their Laws and Immunities, and retura no Offices of 
Fealty or Homage ; or for a private Perſon to turn another out of his 


Converſation, of whom he were in any probable danger, cither of - 


his Life or Fortunes: And as there 1s a betier Plea of Conſciexce in 
the behalf of the State, or private Perſon, thus to treat a Lelinquent, 
chan he can have for cft.ring an Offence ; fo the Church can better 
plead Conſcience for Proicribing an Obſtinat Cl:marous Enemy, than 
he can for off:zading her, always provided his Soul be fate in lier 
Communion. 

For fure Liberty of Conſcience cannot be the property of p:ivate 
Perſons only to ſecure themſelves, and Authorize their Coil mpte 
of the Publick; bur much rather ſure it ſhould be, and r: ally is the 
Privil-Jge of Communitics,to ſccure them fromthe loſults .f 2 Saucy 
or Uirzafonable Delinquent > And Ibclicve this to be ht miſtake 


nar Neo generally Labour under, viz. To pive p::.. c Perſons 


rather than Communities, a right and claim to Liberr: , Conſcience, 
whereas conſidering that all Z7berty Inclines to Diſuro-1, it 18 much 
fifer in the Hands of the Community, thart with fingle Perſons; foc 
then 1:'s preſumed that it will be Temper'd with Judgment and Dit- 


cretion, 
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(35) 
cretion, and will anſwer ſome good end; whereas in private Breaſts 
it is commonly heated with furious Zeal, and -Inflaines the publick. 

. But if by Liberty of Conſcience be meant an Exemption trom any 
Reſtraint upon the mind by avy Authority, but what is Divine ; 
or a Liticude whereby and wherein Men may Excert their Reaſon 
in it's treeſt Diſcourſes, always within the Compats of Divine Re- 
Velations that are truly ſo,then for as much as the Eſtablith'a Church 
Indulges this with as much freedom,and more tafety, than any who 
refuſe her Communion on the one Hand, or Diffent trom it on the 
other, it is Folly co incline toeither by leaving Her in queſt of Zz- 
berty of Conſcience. : | 

ThePapiſts check not onlyall Liberty of Conſcience, to Diſlent from 
them by Inquiſitions and Anathema's, but in their Devotions, Tye 
the People to an unthinking Blind dependance upon the Prieſts Lip, 
infomuch that they can offer no Reaſonable Service to God, becauſe 
they are notConſcious of whatthey do,or otthe ſuitable neſs oftheSere 
vice either tothe M2j-ity of God, or the Condition of the Supplicant. 

The DiſSenters of all forts in rneſe Kingdoms, tho? they have nor 
Wrapt up their Devotions in an Unknown Tongue, yet they have 
Lock't them up ſo in the Breaſts of their Teachers, that the 
People have no Liberty to Exerciſe their Thoughts upon the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of their Service before Hand, not to Conſider and Exa« 
mine the Worth of their Sacrifice, but muſt Tye their minds to the 
Looſe and Arbitrary Expreſſion of the Miniſter ; and I know ' not 
whar can more either be Wil-ker,the Mind,or Cramp Conſcience more 
effectually than this Mcthog, becauſe it Checks the Freedom of 
Judgment by Tying one Man f2 cloſe to the Sugycitions of another, 
that he muſt either no: join with him at all, and fo Looſe his deſign 
of hearing him, or join with him ar all b2zards of his Impertin-ncy 
on the one Hand, or the jots of his Native Freedom of thinking 'on 
the other, thus are they puaiſhed by a gieat Erreſtraint of Liberry, 
who under Coverc cf Liberty of Conſcience, i i::t the Commur'on 
and Service of the Church, for that of the Eorven' cle; for in Fxteme- 
porary Performances whatever Liberty the Speaiccr may cnjoy the 
Hearers are Hamper'd unleſs they wil/Conſtrus the Freedom of his Ef- 


fuſions to be%heir Liberty of Conſcience, a 
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And fince in all Societies many in ſome Caſes, muſt be under the 
Influence of one, or a few, ſure in the Caſe of Pabiick Devotion that 
mighty Concern, it is ſafer to be under the Influence and Direction 
of the Church Repreſented, appointing Liturgies and Forms of De- 
votion, than to depend upon the DireAion of a ſingle Paſtor in each 
Congregation. 

The Truth of this is in fome Meaſure vorch'd, by the Generat 
Rules Contained in the DireCtory appointed for the Regu/arion of the 


Devotions of the Kirk of Scotland, for where General Rules are ap- 


pointed for, and attain ſome good Ends, w/z. To prevent Wild En- 
thufiaſm and Empty Pollys in Devotion, certain it is that the more 
Paorticslar theſe Rules are (Confidering the Looſe minds of Men that 
zbey are to Influence) the better that End is attained. 

Hence it i*,that more hav:Fallen fromPresirery, tndependency and 
Anabaptiſm, into the Religious Frenzie of Quakeriſm, than from the 
ERtablhſh'd Church, and thar becauſe their Rules were too General, 
and might be Interpreted fo, as to Countenance any kind of Extem- 
porary Devotions, whereas thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Church are more 
Particular, cfpicially with Reſpe&t to Pablick Devotions (which 
Commonly eithcr give, or are the Occaſion of the firſt Breach of 
Ecclefiaſtical Unity) Witneſs the Goſpels, Epiſtles and Collefs in the 
Common-Prayer Book, where we find the Word of God firſt Read in 
the Genuine Text, and then Metaphras'd into Holy and Editying 
Prayers, and where thele are not either uſed or own'd as fit to be 
uſed, there can be no Communion with the Eſtabliſh'd. Church;fFirſt, 
becauſe that as deriving immediately from the Word of God, being 
g better and tulier Tranſcript thereot than any Extemporary Devoti- 
245 can be, is preſumed to be more agreeable to the Revelations of 
Heaven, 1n that particular, than any other, 

Secondly, Becauſe even Conſcience 1n ſuch a Scheme of Devotions 
hath more Room to Exert it's Liberty (by comparing them with 
the Word of God, and Judging them according to the Divine Canor 
within which all Chriſtian Zzherty of Coxſcience muſt be Bounded) 
than it can have with either the Recaſaxts or Diſſenters from the 
Ghuxch, where the one. is Wrapt in an unknown Tongue, and the 
2;her Arbitrary inthe Teacher ; So that it is plain that thoſe muſt 


miſs 


( 37 ) | 
miſs their Deſign, who lzave the Church to find any Liberty of 
Conſcience allowed by God either inthe Maſs or Conventicle, for cer- 
tainly that Liberty muſt conſiſt rather in that Freedom which rhe 
mind enjoys, in Dilateing it {lf within the Compals of Divine Re- 
velations, and the Rules of the Societies in which Men Live, than 
in an Uogovernable Widnes of the mind, whereby it Scorns the 
Direction of all Rules and S':itts it's Superiour, as often as any freth 
Notions of Liberty ſeizes 1c. 

And fince it muſt be Confin'd within Divine Revelations, info- 
much that no Dofrizez muſt b: propoſed, Praftice Recommended, 
nor Worſhip enjoy'd the People, but what are Conſiſtent with them, 
and Conduce to the Weliare of Souls ; it cannot Refonably be ſoughs 
nor purſued out of the Boſom of that Charch, wherein even thoſe 
who Deſert Her, own that theſe things may be had. 

In ſhort wherever Men are in Danger of the loſs of their Souls, 
that Danger they may Avoid and Flee trom, by Virtue of a Lzberty 
of Conſcience, tho' thereby tticy break the Unity of a Society, Lui 
whea they are inno hazard of their Hippinefs, I do not fiad that 
Liberty of Conſcience can carry them further in the Breach of ihe 
Churches, Peace and Unity; becaule thereby no End can be attain'd 
Tantamount to the Evil the Society ſuffers by the Breach, neither 
are there any Reſtraints put upon Mens Native Freedom by Hu- 
mane Aurhority, that confifts with the Divine Canon, or their 13u- 
ty towards God, that D-ſftroy Tzberty of Conſcience oiher wiſe 
there wou'd be no LZ:herty of Conſcience in any Eſtabliſh'd 
Svciety 1n the World, fince all of then have Rules that De- 
rive noHigher than Humane Prudence: And Mens Liberty of Judging 
corfiſts in their Reaſoning them{clves into a Conviction of the” E- 
quity of thoſeRules that areP:eſcrib'd rhem,otherwiſethey wou'd be 
Actediike E»gznes and7oo!s,and the Liberty of AtingConfiſts in ade- 
liberate Periormance of Obedience, purſuant to that Conviction, 
now when the Church tas taken care that her Canoxs as to the Equi- 
ty ofthem are Unexceptionable and Obvious to the meaneſt Capa- 
city, and that the Obedierice of them promotes Peace and Picty ; the 
has done all that 15 poſſible, to ailow Conſcience it's Liberty, and 
yet to Contine it within the Bounds of Reaſon and Duty, infomuch 
that whatever Liberty Men Indulge themſclves in more than thj;, 
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may well Dishand all Churches, and cauſe an infinite Diviſibility 
in Chriſtianity, but can Anſwer no good End, for thoſe who Dyſcent 
from any National Church in queſt of £:herty of Conſcience, cannot 
Live under it's Looſe Influence, bur muſt Incorporate, and ſubmit 
to Rules that check it, perhaps more than the Conſtitution of the 
Church they ſeparated from, unleſs they think no Rules of their 
own immediate Frameing can confineCon/ciexce,or that every Age Ge 
ſer of Mankind, ſhould make and Suite Caxons to their own Szan- 
dard of Conſcience, which is contrary to the PraQtice of the Church 
in ſacred things, and the Cuſtom of all Nations in Civil things theſe 
many Ages; for as the ſame Common Cox/czence, and the ſame com- 
mon Reaſon is Tranſmitted from Parents to Children, fo the ſame 
Standard of Aﬀairs holds thro' ſeveral! Ages, unleſs the Occaſional 
Neceſſity of Aﬀairs may alter the Caſe in ſome ſmaller Matters, as 
inthe Charch Different Ages,and Diffzrenr Places may alter Modes, 
ſo in the State Poſitive Laws may þe changed, Old Aboliſh'd and 
new Eſtabliſh'd, whilſt at the ſame time neither the Revelations of 


Heaven, nor Reaſon of Mankind is touch'r, bur Remain the Sraxd- 


inz Pillars, the one of the Church, the other of the Stare for ever. 

But notwithſtanding all the Care that our Spiritual Governours 
may, or have taken up the Matureſt Deliberation in Council where 
the Spirit of God 15 promiſed, ifany thing even b:longing to the 
Skirts of Religion be Eſtabliſh'd that ContradiAs the Suggeſtions 
of the private Spirts of ſome Male-contents, and if the Church Cen- 
ſure them for Diſobedience or Non-conformity, the People preſent- 


iy Raiſe a Hue and Cry, of Perſecution and Clamour againſt their 


Spiritual Parents, as unnatural Perfecurors for Endeavouring to 
Reduce them 1o their Duty by a Rod,when Perſwaſives fail. 

[f indeed their Governours treated them evil for well-doing, and 
would not give Ear to their Se/licitations and Addreſſes tor Peace 
if the Gofpel were made a Crime, and Chriſtians accounted Crim?- 
»als for being ſo; or if Chriſtianity, by our Conſtitution were fo 


blended and daub'd with 7delatry and Folly, as Men could not Dif- 


dinguiſh the /rvertions of Mex from the Wor ſhip of God; or if Ho- 

nouring of God were a Difowning of Ceſar ; or a Holy Life among 

us Treaſos and Tnin/tice, as in the Primitive times it was __ 
| g 
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Then indeed, foraſmuch as it is the cauſe that makes Chaſtizement a 
Crime in the Agent, and a Yirtae in him that ſuffers it, there wou'd 
be ſome ground for this Cry of Perſecution; whereas it is ſo far o« 
therwiſe, that whoever, even of the Diſſenters becomes Pious or 
Loyal, it is rather by the Influence of the Principles, and Canons of 
the Eſtabliſh't Church, than thoſe of their own Club; the moſt Pi- 
ous of them being of that Ser, th: moſt Duritul Sons of the Charch, 
ſo that if they Matterially perform what She enjoyns,but not Her 
way, like peeviſh Children, it is not for Conſcience, but for Humour 
that they are Chaſtiz'd : Mb 
Beſides, however this Method is Blacken'd, and made Odious, by 
a Cry of Perſecution, when it is uſed by the Eſtabliſh't National 
Church, it is PraCtiſed every Day in private Seperate Aſſemblies,and 
there it wears the name of Evangelical! Diſcipline, and Chriſts care 
of his Fleck, Pro deitm atque hominum fidem; That Partiality and 
Prejudice ſhould thus make Men Prevaricate, to make the ſame 
Power Exſerted by themſelves Chriſtian Diſcipline, and by the 
Church Perſecution and Rage: If it be urged here, Yolenti non fie 
injuria, every Member of theſe Separate Aſſemblics has given his 
Suffrage to it's Conſtitution ; and therefore cannot complain of be- 
ing dealt with according to.it, and are not our Laws of the Peoples 
own-making? Nay, did not thoſe very People, or their Reprefen- 
tatives, by a priour Grant, give their Suffrage to the Eſtabliſhment 
of our National Church, which grant they have now againſt all 
Conſcience, broken inſetting up thele very Aſſemblies, in Oppoſition 
tothe Church 2 | | 
Nor are the Members of Separate Aſſemblies Puniſhable, only by 
their Authority, for offending againit the Law of God, but alſo for 
their Negle&, and Diſobedience of the Rules of the Congregation - 
If their Miniſters do not Preach, and Pray, and Adminiſter Sacra- 
ments, according to their ſeveral Dzrefories, they are Cenfurable,as 
well as for Drunkenneſs or Adultery ; ſince it is ſo, that they have 
Power to Cenſure their Members, for offending agaioſt Rules that 
derive from FHamane Predence, why may not the Authority of the 
National Charch reach and puniſh thoſe Aſſemblies (ſince they bear 
2s little proportion to a Nation as private Members do to — for . 
On- 
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Confronting her Authotity;and Declaiming againſt her Diſciplin®, 


yet better Circumſtantiated, being in a full, and free Council than any 
private Club can be; and all this without the Cry of Per- 
ſecution + | 

But their Conſciences can bear with the Perſecution of their own 
private Conventicles, becauſe their Offences that way do not reach 
their Perſons, nor Fortunes; and when they are bore hard upon, 
and beaten out of one Aſſembly. their Religion and tender Conſci- 
ences take Sanuary under Covert of another; as for their Eſtates 
and For tunes tacy are upon the Common Bottom of Security, from 
the Laws of the Land; which don't Animadvert upon them, for 
Breach of ſuch privace Rules of Separate Aﬀemblies, as being Un- 


concerved in them - Thus inextreamity by one another, they take - 


Sanctuary and Protection from that Eſtabliſhment, whoſe Authority 
they Enervate by their Diviſions: Thus alto private Conſciences, 
baveing fallen from the Common Standard of the Nation oftentimes 
Sculk under the ſeveral Sets, and Sub- diviſions of Religioniſts in it ; 
and not finding in all, or either of them their unknown, bur Far- 
cy'd Deity, they at laſt Inclined to Libertiniſm, Atheiſm, Deiſm,and 


that Chavs of Folly and Madneſs; which under the V:izird of Kelt- 


gion, Reformation and Conſcience Diſtrats our Age and People. 
Whereas by an »iverſal Vniformity in Worſhip and Religious 
Dzcencies and Conlent in Podtrixals maintained ty ſuch Methods 
as mighr Check theUngovernableLiberty of theſeNations;our Church 
rogether with our Common Chriſtianity might Fluriſh, and Peace aud 
Prety might Reigu in theſe Lands; ſurely the Intereit of Chriſtianity 
in the General could not be ſo much Diflerv'd, nor Chriſtian Conſci- 
exce, in the fulleſt Extent of it's Liberty ſo check't by a Confinement, 
by Moderate Mul&s and Pcnaltics to the Dedrines and Rztes of the 
Eſtabliſh Church, as it is by the Growth of Deiſm and Socintaniſma, 
(the Natural Children of 2n indefinite Tolleration) one wherecf de- 
nies the Divinity of Chriſt, the oth:r Arraigns Chriſtjanity, with 
all Revealed Religion. 7 | | 
All the Violence that a check of T#erty 1n our Caſe can do to 
the Chrifians of theis Kingdoms 1s, to confine them to the — - 
gncic 
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'and Rules; which, tho' they may derive from Humane Prudence, 
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| ©: 
.thoſe DoArzes, and Obedience of that Government in the Church; 
| which have been Received, and Obeyed, ever ſince Chri/ſtzanity fiſt 
ſaw the Light; whereas this Z:herty and Toleration Indulged io Hu- 
mour indeed, inſtead of Conſcience expolts Chriſtian Devotion, which 
ought to be a Reaſonable Service, to the Wildeſt Enthuſiaſm; and 
Chriſtian Dofrines.r0 the Afﬀault, if not Conqueſt, of the moſt Ful- 
ſom and Abominable Herefes. | | | 
And when the R<fraint is within the Confines of a Church, where- 
in, even the Dzſſenters own, Mens happineſs is fafe enough, and the 
Liberty fo Indefinit, that no Man knows where he needs ſtop, the 
choiſe 1s eaſiz betwixt a lvole Toleratien, and a Check of Govern- 
meat fo Qualify'd; for had the Mc:thods which our Mogern L iber- 
tines, preſcribe for the Government of Mankind, either in Church 
or State, been taken at firſt, thcic had neither Church nor Srate been 
at all, or at leaſt not continued under one Form of Government, 
for Hundred years together; and wha Miterics theſe Politicks would 
have expoſed them to, 15 evident ſrom rhe dear Rate that publick 
Revolutions coſt them. now : The ſame Meaſures which our now. 
Libertines uſe to Unravel our Charch and State, wou'd have ſtiff'd 
all Sacred and Civil Societies in the Birth at firſt; For why ſhoulg 
M-:n have put any check of Governinent upon their Native freedom 
of Thinking and Acting, ſince G24 nas made them Free Agents ? 
Andthen might men have erjoy'd their freedom at the Rate of a 
Brutiſh Unſociable 1 ife, and prey*d upon one anothers Goods and 
Perſoos purſuant to it. - 008 
Upon theſe, 2nd ſuch Conſiderations, I preſume, I may fately be 
| Determined, by any Icopartial Judgment in this Caſe, Wheth:r Li. - 
berty of Conſcience b2aier inthe Breaſt of the Community, Impower>-. 
ing them co Check fuck Pcrnicious Eaemies to Mankind, or in tte 
Breaſt of every Mar, Licencing.cim to Impugn Government, and 
Invade Society, | Which are the greateſt Inſtruments of Mens. 
happineſs. : | 
God Almighty himf-If, tho? he has Endow'd Men with a Prix- 
ciple of Liberty ; y«t ae has check't-.it trom doing eyil, without do- 
ing it Violence; and foraſmuch as Communities are preſumed 0A 
| Verter, 
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better, what makes for the publick Advantage, than private Mem- 
bers ; ſure they have a Power to check the Liberty of their Mem- 
bers from Invading themſclves, without doing Violence to their Na- 
tive C7herty; a Reſtraint then from doing evil, ſuch as all Sin againſt 
God, all Unneceſſary Diſturbance of the pu. lick Peace, Sacred or 
. Civil,can be no Violaiion of Chriſtian Liberty of Conſcience, 

Beſides Confinement in Sacred things, relaiing to Conſcience, by ' 
the Power of a Superiour, if it be any reſtraint upon Leber ty at all, 
it is when it is proÞable that he DireRts to as good things as it wou'd 
chooſe, and ſo all is ſafe ; whereas an Indefinit Toleration leaves Men 
fo full a Liberty, that it is many to one odds, if they chooſe right; 
and fo their Liberty is hazarded by the Tyranny and Dominion of 
Sin; for as the Service of God is perte& Freedom, tho' it checks the 
Mind from the Commital, and Reſcues it from the Power of Sin, fo 
the Obedience of Equitable Civil Laws, and Eccleſiaſtical Canons is 
not DeſtruRive of Liberty of Conſcience, tho" it Bars and Prevents 
any Rebe!lion in the Stare, or Schiſm inthe Church, by ſuch means 
8s Men dare not Offend in either ; and oblidging, Men to Obey ho- 
neſt inoff:nfive Canons, by Mulcts proportion'd to the Miſchief of 
the offence. and Rewards ſuited to the Merit and Service of the obe- 
dience, is no more Pericction, than for God to engage the Homage 
of his Creatures by a profpe& of Reward, and fear of Puniſhment; 
ortor Parents to engage the Filial Reverence of their Children by 
their frowns or ſmiles, or a proſpe& cf their Fortunes, or Dif- 
inicritance. | 

But People not conſidering the Miſchief of Pivigan to the Church 
and how muci it is Wounded thereby, doin Caſe of Diſſenters be- 
ing Pumſh'd Commonly dircet their Compaſſion that way, becauſe 
their Sufferings are more Obvious to them, than whar the Church 
tafters by them 1ho* the Latter be mucir the greater Evil, for the 
Church may be Perſecuted in Her Dettrines, Canons and Diſcipline, 
(tho? they more Etf=ctually promote MiensSpiritual Intereſt than any 
Scheme of the Dyſenters) by Indulging them a Liberty ro Worthip 
the fime God tho? in a looſer,and more Immethogical way tian the 
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Thus it is Obvious to any conſidering Perſon, how much the 
Deſign and Intereſt of Religion and the Church 1s Bafll'd, when in 
Compaſſion to tender Conſciences,, to Worſhip in a way different 
from the E/ta#/:/h'd Mode, Altar is ſet up againft Altar, Prieſts a- 
gaiyft Prieſts, Dodrins againff Doitrins, Direfories againſt Canons, 
and ag 1inft themſelves, Paul againſt Cephas, and Muckleton or Nai- 
ter againft both ; by which means the Spiritual Pride and Paſſions 
of Mankind which Ch7;/t:anity was tc Quell and Subdue, are En- 
couraged and gather Strength, nothing being more apt to Dcbauch 
Mankind into a Contempt of all Sacred Authority, than their own 
Taterpretation of things Sacred, without the Mediations and A/- 
fi/tance of the PrrefFhood, whom God has Commiſitonatcd to S7gnr- 
fie and Expound his Will to the Reſt of Mankind, - ; 
And ſyre if there be Danger from the Clergy of Impoſing in 
things Sacred upon the Uathinking People, by the Authority of 
their Convocations and Councils, there is much more from the Peo- 
ples Misinterpreting the Divine Canon to their own Defrudion, or 
makcing it a Noſe of Wax to Serve and Countenance their Ambirt- 
ous Deſigns of Rebelling againſt the Prieft or Magiſtrate. Therefore 
our Saviour ſeleed a Set of Men to Manage Spiritual Matters, and 
did not leave His Goſpel as to the Adminiſtration of it to Mankind at 
-large, leit they ſhould Plead His Commiſſion for the Dzvs/fons in 
Matcers of Religion, and break the Peace by thoſe very means, 
whereby He came to Eſtabliſh a Laſting Concord among them. 
The Deſign of the Goſpel was indeed to Profelite the People to 
Chr:ftianity, but not to Advance them to the Priefthoed, that Of- 
fice Requires, and in all Ages has had a peculiar Commiſſion from 
Heaven, without which, none dare to meddle with Dirc&ion, in 
things Sacred, purſuant to which all Religions Aſſemblies (Except- 
ing thoſe where Ext buftaſm whol'y prevails )are under the Fure/didtion 
and Direftion of their Clergy; Therefore thoſe Zexts, to prove all 
things and hold Faſt char which is Beſt, tolet no Man Deceive us, 
to be ware of Falſe Prophets, Seducers, Decezvers, to Judge of our 
S:]ves what is Right, cann-t ſafely be ſo Interprered as tro Exempt 
the People iram the Power and DireQion of the Pricft, and put 
them upon th:zir own Conduct, otherwiſs they wou'd hold - 
| gain 
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gainſt all Religzous Socteties where the Clergy have any Authority, 


' as well as againſt the Eftapliſh'd Church ; and if ſo Conſtru'd might 


D:sband the Conventicle, as well as Divide the Church; But I ra- 
ther take theſe Texts to be an Addreſs to the Church, tothe Priefts 
and People, Obligeing them to the Stricteſt Care. and Circumſpetti- 
on in things Sacred, and particularly the Care of Supreſſing Falſe 
Prophets,is the Buſineſs of the Governours and Paſtors of the Church, 
who are at once to Expoſe the Folly of their Texers, by the Sound- 
neſs of their own Do@#rine, and Cenſure them by rheir A«thorzty 
and Diſcipline. - 

The Doors of the Charch,are by theſe Texts Obliged to a Strict 
Examination of the Grand Charter thz Word of God, and to Impoſe 
nothing but it, and irs Native Conſequences upon the Belzef and 
Praftice of the People ; The People are to Adhere to thoſe Teachers, 
who prove their Commiihton beſt, and deliver thoſe Dodrznes 
which are moſt Conſiſtent wuh the Analogy of Faith in all Ages, 
which is Latitude enough for ihcir Conſcience and Judgment of dif- 
cretionto Exert it Self 1n. 

But there is always ifs Danger of the Peoples being Impos'd up- 
on by thoſe Spiritual Paſtors, who prove their Commiſſion to dv 
Sacred Offices, by a Lincal Uninterrupied Succeſſion of Ordinatton, 
than bv thoſe who cannot do fo, becauſe thoſe. who can,being Unde- 
nlably Chriſts Deltgaics. Veſted with his Aurhoerity, are above the 
meanncls of a Holy Cieat and Pious Frauds to Recommend shem, 
they.necd not WreitZexrs for a Commiſſion,nor move thePeople for 
a Call when they have none from God, whereas thoſe who cannot 
prove their Mif7on, leaſt their Office ſhould be accounted Invalid, 
Tanquam non babentis pateſtatem, are torced upon ſuch Artifices 2s are 
molt pl-:{ing to the People, ro ſupport their Eſteem with them - 
Thus gaining their Aﬀe&ions to put a Cheat upon their Judgments, 
and ma.ce them Lelieve that they are Gods Ambaſſadors ſent to them, 
as te ſent his Apoſtles abroad into the World ro Convert it: And 
trom hence, even from theſe Tricks and Shams, that fome Impoſters 
hav« uſ.d to delude the World inro a Belief of their being Chrifts 
Prieſts and Miniſters, when other Arguments fail them, proceeds all 
that Eathufaſm, and Firly Frenzic; which has Corrupted the Marals, 


cramp, 


—— 
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crampt the Conſcrences, defil'd the Religion, 8nd Debauch'd the De- 


yoricn of too inany of this Age. | 
Bofides, when Peoples Valuz for their Paſtors derives not from 
their Commilſion, Þur their abilites and performances, it Naturaily 
Sinks the Holy Order, and advances Euthultzs/m, whereof the one 
ſecms by God to be appointed as a Check upon the other; for by 
theſe means ſome Men tet up for Prefs, only with Lungs and Afſy- 
rance, as Credenizals from Heaven, and having catch't ths People by 
their defire of Novelty. I-ad them Aſtray into w hat Precipices they 
pleaſe ; from which, and their own Ruin, when the Church endea- 
vours to reduce them by fond Diſcipline, they forthwith raiſe 
a Cry of Perf:cution, and a Clamour about Jzherty of Conſcience. 


Which evil Wonderfuily diſtucbs the Peace, and Diftracts the 


People of theſe Naitons ; and perhaps may be juſtly charged upon 
our to too Ind fioine Indulgence in matters of Religion, for ſich 
Unlimitted 2 7herty gives the Pcople occafion to run into thoſe ex- 
ccſlcs often rims, which tor the fake of the publick muſt at length 
be checl*r, by Crd »t Church Diſcipline; and yet when they are 
Animadvert<d upo- iy rhic Laws, the Suſpenſion of, or Diſpen- 
ſing with which, occaſion-d the Miſchief that is to be Redreſlzd, 
They raife the cry for Impunity, becauſe Conſcience can't be 
forced, | | 

To prevent which Inconveniency, I1humbly offer, That 7ole- 
ration is a Dif-ſervice to*t:u Religion, which in a National Church 
gives Licence to hifterem Modes of Worſhip, and at the fame time 
Enervaies good Rutcs and Canons, which promote Praitical 77olz- 
eſs, and an Tniverſal Chartty; becaufe thereby the Subſtince of 


Religion: which confiſts in doing good, is loft for a Wordy ſhow, and 


dit: rent expreffing of it in Worſhip, 

Nothing c: rtuinly can Compound with God, for the Iofs his Ho- 
nour Suſtaios by the Violation of fuch Ra/es and Diſcipline as En- 
courage Charity and Holineſs; nor with Men tor the mighty Dif- 
fervice har is done to their Intereſt thereby : And yet it 1s aimoſt 
Natural, I am {ure yery uſual among us, for Men, whom an Indul- 


genee has ſer free trom the — and Eſtabliſh'd Rules of 7Yor- 


fhip, 
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ſhip, to break the Diſcipline and Canons of the Church, and plead 
Conſcience for an Exemption from that Juriſdiction which checks 
their Wickedneſs, no leſs than from thoſe Rules of Worſhip, which 
as they fay, Cramps their Liberty. 

But allow Confcience cannot be forced, yet certainly it can live un- 
der the Influence of Rules, otherwiſe there can be no Conſcence 1n 
any Eſtabliſhed Society in the World: And fince the Caxons of the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church give it as large a Latitud: in Inoffenſive freedoms, 
as Either the Word of God will warrant, or any Society that any 
can betake themſelves to, can Reaſonably allow ; I don't ſee what 
Literty any Male-content can gain to his Conſcience by Icaving the 
Church, unicls he wow'd looſe his Conſcrence quite, by turning ſuch 
2 Sceptical looſe Libertine, 3s will not ſtand to the Perdidt of his 
own Judgment, and Scorns all Authority of God and Man; ſuch a 
one 15 neither fit for Heaven nor Earth, and I am unwilling to aſlign 
bim a third place. 

And if Meaſures for the right uſe of Liberty be token from the 
Revelations of Heaven, then it is as prcſumable, that Spiritual Go- 
vernours in Council take theſe meaſures right, as that private Con- 
ſciences do, who under Pretext of Liberty withdraw from, and dif- 
own their Authority: Eſpecially ſince Spiritual Paſtors have a b.t- 
ter Warrant and Commiſſion to preſcribe to Conſciences, purſuant 
to the Charter of Heaven, than private Perſons have to Expound. 
for themſelves without Reſpect to their Paſtors ; for it ſo, the Cle- 
rical Order, tho' of Divine Appointment wou'd be ufclcls, and an- 
facr no end; which is not to be ſuppoſed, 

I know there is a Set of Chriſtians in the World, who have fſuf- 
tered Conſiderably by the Ulurpations of their Spiricual Governours, 
and are Reduced into Slavery by their Tyranny, but for as much 
25 tneie Methods of Hampering the Conctences, and Epfſliveing the 
Perſons of the People, were the fame, whereby the Triple Crown, 
and Papal Lordſhip over the Chriſtian World was Raiſed and Ad- 
vancud in a National Church, where that Primacy is pulled down, 
and She Reign Stated in Her own Rights, Independent of any For- 
rT*izn Power, there is 09 hazard of Impoſing upon, or Enfl.viag the 
Peoples Liberty to Serve any ſuch End or Deſ1gn- 


It's 
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It's true the Popes 2niverſal Lordſhip, and the Peoples Zniver- 
fal Slavery kept Peace ; for not having any Commiſſion from Hea- 
ven for it, he muſt derive it from the Slavery and Subjzction of the 
People, Extorted by Force and Fraud ; but our Spiritual Governours 
Aiming at no Power without the Confines of our own Kingdoms, are 
not Porc'd upon ſuch 7yranuical Artifices, nor can they be greater 
than what the Con{t:tutions of theſe Nations have made them;there- 
fore muſt Conteat themſelves with that power which they derive 
from Scripture, Unexceptionable Antiquity, and the Laws of the 
Land : And therefore too, it being Morally Impoſſible that they 
ſhould have any thing in thetr Confederation and Councils, but the, 
Peace and Welfare of that National Church wherein they cannot be 
greater, we ought to Receive the Direction of our Cenſcrexces from 
God by their Mediation ; That is from thoſe Rates and Canons for 
Floly Living, which they in Council Aſjiſted by Gods Holy Spirit En- 
Joyn as, 

Univerſal Civil Primacy over the World is ImpraQicable; by 
Reaſon cf the Hardſhips and Violence that wou'd thereby be done, 
and Accrue to the ReſpeQive Subjedts of each particular Azngdom and 
Province, and their Rights; And the ſame Reaſon holding in Mat- 
ters of Religion (by Reaſon of many Impoſitions neceſſary to Sup- 
port that Scheme'made the Churches of Brittain and Ireland Sick of 
the Pope, and throw off his Spiritual Monarchy, and therewith 
thoſe unreaſonable Impoſitions which were ſo Fatal and Oppoſite to 
the C:vil and Chriſtian Liberty of the Inhabitants of theſe Nations < 
Whereas now our Nazional Church and State, being by Virtue of 
our Reformation from Rowe, a Bady independent upon the Direftion 
of any Forreign Head, and not in Danger of any Slaviſh /mpoſarzons 
that way ,can,and may give DireCtions to all the /nh4:tants of theſe 
Nations, according to the Principles of Sound Reaſon and Religion, 
which Oblige their.Cox/ciences to Aquit themſelves well in their 
Sacred or Civil Capacities. | | 

Nor is there 30y more Danger of the Nations being put upon,and 
gEnſlivelby a Natioval or Provincial Primacy 1n things either S1- 
cred or Civilgthan there is of particular Szparate. Aſſemblzes, ſuffer- 
ing Impoſitions by their Congregational Heads ; It particular Con- 
gregations 
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gregatiens: may Appoint a Scheme of Goverwment and Canons for Life; 
Suppoſe aot altogether againſt the great Charter, without Impofing 
upon the Liberty and Conſcrexce of the Subject, certatn'y a Natio- 
wal Council may Confirin that Scheme in the Church, which has. 
held through all Ages, without offt-ring Violence to Conſciexcs, and 
if there be avy Danger of Impoſing upon the Credality and Conſci- 
exce of the People, 'it is rather by the Paſtors of ſepara:e Corgrega- 
tons, than the Eſtabliſh'a Governours of the Charch, becaule the 
Latter being Puſſ*1'd of what they cao expet from the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, are preſumed to Forward Afairs 1n their now Channel with- 
out any Uneaſy Impoſittons, or Innovations ; Whereas the other 
being low in Fortunes, are apteſt to be Tempted, to Impole ſuch 
things upon the People, as may promote their Deſigns of Populla- 
rity, Honour anu Wealth, ſo that by theſe means Toil-ration of ſe- 
veral Sets and Sects of Religiowiſts becomes the greateli Inftrument 
of Crampiig the Cowuſcrences, and Impolſing upon the Liberiy otche 
People, tor what ever Violence, Coy{ciexce can be fuppoſed ro fuf- 
fer by Uniformity of Worſhip in a Narzes, Eſtablifh'd by a Narrenal 
Council, that and much more, may it be preſumed to ſuffer in each 
particular Separate Covgregation and Afſem#ly,fy the Power of cheir' 
Reſpective Heads and Governours, becauſe Un-authoriz'd Perſons, 
when they have Stolen into the Chair of Power, are Apteſt to Lord 
it over their Brethren, and are Fond of any Impotitions upon the 
Pe »ple, that may either Continue them there, or Adyance them 
higher, 

There is further another Violence done to Con/czence, by Tolles 
ration which is prevemed by Uniformity : And that 1s, That viffe- 
rent Priefts, different Altars, different Devotions do by Covling 
of Charity Naturally Create Unreaſonable, Unconfſiona' le hears a- 
mong the Pcople, whercas the ſame Dcevations oft-r'd at the ſame 
Altars, by Prieſts and People of the fame Communion, do Warm ard 
Encourage Charity, which is the Life of Religton,and Conſcience, in 
the Breaſts of Chriſtians. 


When People by Virtue of Toleration, ſtand Sub-divided into ſe- 


. veral Scts, their Conſciences are fo Crampt, and Clouded with 
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prejudices ariſeing from their Love and Value tor their awn Cub, 
that they retain no Zzberty, either of Worſhiping with, cr indeed 
of Loving their fellow Chri/tians; fo that Indulgence, however it 
may ſooth the People for a while, by obligeing their Itch of No- 
velty, in the end it Debaucheth Conſcience cut of it's Vative 7.;bery, 
and Chriſtian /znocency; rt by this Liberty may be meant an | x- 
emption of the Mind from ſuch Prcjudices, as ſtop it's Dilatiog it 
ſelf into an Univerſal Undittioguithing Charzzy, and Worſhiping 
of God in a Mode, different from that of a particular Congregation; 
an Indefinit Indulgence, then however kindiy it may be delign'd by 
our Governours, proves to be but a Licexce to every S$hain Divine 
by his empty Rhezorications, and Scheme of Diſcipline, to Hamper 
and Confine tie Conſcience of the-Subje&, more then the Z/ablihed 
Canons, and niformity of the Church can do. = 

Thiogs are br--ught io that ps in matters of Religion, That 
ſome put a Query, Whether Univerſal Primacy over Chriſtendom, or 
Tudependent Primacy over (ingle Congregations, do more Effetlually 
check and debauch Chriſtian Liberty in the General. 6 

The Goſpel muſt eithcr be upon E/?abliſhment, or Arbitrary and 
Precarious; if upon Eftabliſhment { then fince Miracles ceaſe, which 
at firſt Vouch'd and Recommended it's Truth and Equity) it :nuſt 
be fenc'd with ſuch Laws as Reward and Encourage its Friends and 
Abettors, and punith (5cl:nquents and Oppoſers of it ; and (1::e it is 
upon Humane ENRabiiſhmen, it muſt have a Mixture of Humane 
Prudence in it's Legal Co:1ftication, and perhaps an Allay of Hu- 
mane Inivrmuy ro, as 18 evident from all. Forms of Government 
wherewito the Diſſenters have tenc'd it, no lefs than from _h:: of 
the Eſtauliſh't Church: Bur when inthe Maia, the F-caporal Wele 
tare, and Er<rnaij Happineſs of Men, 1s, or may, but for our Zolle- 
ration, be attained by our aow prevailing Epiſcepacy, there can re- 
main no Warrant for Men of #tic fame Paſſions, and Infirmities, who 
in their F/ays for Refs; mation have noching mended ir, to Irvade 
ſuch a +..goſtirution upon the Score of 1mpoſizions ; for even their 
Engeavolurs that way, are an mpo/ition upon the Publick: And 
why private Perfons ſhould be Zicenc'd ro Impoſe upon the putlick 
with Impunity, and the publick Branded with Perfecution,for Aﬀert- 
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+ ting its Laws againſt the Violence and Contempt of private Per- 


ſons, | cannot Unoerſtand, 

It Chriſtianity muſt be Praecarious for fear of Impoſitions by the 

Eccleſiaſtical Party, if it be Eſftabliſh't, then *tis to be fear'd the ge- 
Nerality of our Libertines will account ut ſelf an Impoſition, Then 
T exury, Luſt, and Liberriniſm will be Alamede; becauſc it is a greater 
check upon that Sintul Liberty which Men arc fond of, than any 
Humane Conſtitution can be ; fo that were the Go/pe/ upon no Elta- 
bliſhment, a5 our Libertines wou'd have it, that fame Perverfncſs 
of Inclination that makes ſome Men Impatieot of it, fenc'd and 
guarded by Laws and Rules wou'd make them diſguſt it's Nakedneſs 
and Simplicity, did it come Recommended to them only by the Na- 
tive Innocency of 1t's Principles, and hard Fate of it's Author, 

The laſt of theſe all Mankind cannot Match, and the Reputation 
of the firſt muſt ' be ſupported by Law and Eſtablithment, fiace 
Miracles diſappear; fo that if by Liberry of Conſctence be meant, 
that the Goſpe/ ſhould be above the Check, and its Profeſſors free 
from the Cocrcive Influence of all Government, then they would 
have it thrive, arid be propogated by other means then our Saviour 
appointed ; for he 2ppointed Government and Goverwours for it, and 
at the ſame time granted his Diſciples full Liberry of Conſcience, yet 
ſo asto Act within the Compaſs of his Government, and Obediently 
to the Spiritual Paſtors of his Appointment. 

Or it by this Liberty be meant an Inherent Power in every Set 
of Chriſtians, to Incorporate upon what Condition ticy pleaſe, to 
Frame a new Schtem?2 to themſelves, and Appoint Paftrs and Go- 

vernours at their own likeing, this is no more then a Liberty of 
Endleſs D-bating and Contention about Forms of Government, and 
tho' at Firſt it may ſeem to have it's Rife from a pl Luft le Pretext 
of Liberty, yet in the E1d it Enflives and Confines the Minds and 
Conſciences of the P-ople, ſo much to their particular Conventicles, 
that; that Z/-7v-r/al Benevolence that Animates the Body of Chrj- 
fans is ioft; for it 1s Obſzrvable that whatever Liberty Men ſcem 
to Aſl-rt by their Recedeing from a good Fftabliſhment, they looſe 
it by fetting up for themſelves, Confineing their Conſcrences to a 
Narzower Compals in things Sacred than the Scriptures gw 
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and breaking Charity with them, with whom they have brokew 
Communion, | | 
For Cenſctence may be Crampt either by ſuch Impoſitions as blind- 
ly Tye the Minds and Obedience of the People to the Lip and Au- 
thority of the Prie/?, or by ſuch Impoſitions as InterdiQ their Oe- 
dence to Superiours in things indifferent by Scripture' Rules, but made 
Expedicnt by the Spiritual Governours Anthority, theſe to me are E- 
qual Checks borh to the Native and Chrifian Liberty of the mind, 
with this Diflerence, that the former Artifi-e leaves the People no 
Judgment, no Diſcrcetions in things Sacred, but only the Autherzty 
of the Prieſt, the other do's the ſame in Eft:-& with a pernicious 
Clauſe of making it a Crime in the People to Obey or Submit to 
any Impoſitions but their own, whereas that very Injunction is Aſ«- 
mane and Arbitrary, and deſerves leſs Obedience from the People 
than thoſe' Canons and Ceremonies of the Charch, which they for 
. fear of it dare not own ; This Injun&ion muſt be Humane and Ar. 
bitrary according to themſelves, becauſe they have no Poſlitive 
Warrant from Scrzpture to offer it to the People,there being no where - 
any Precept in $crzpture Commanding the Prieſt ro Enjoyn the Peo- 
ple to Abſtain from any Rite in Re/igzen as Unlawiul, which the 
Revelation of Heaven has not made fo. 

But the making of a thing Unlawful which the Scripture has not 
made fo, is Confineing Confcience where it hath granted Liberty, and 
a Falſifying the Charter by Aﬀfxing it's Seal to their own Impoſt- 
tions, whereas Enjoyning ſome things as Expedient, which it hath 
left 4r4irrary, and that by a Competent Authority aliow'd by the 
Scriptare it ſelf; to promote Z/niformity, is no more than a purſuing 
it's G:neral Rules which tend to Regularity in Publick Ads and 
Offices, Such as let all things be done, &c, For to have left General 
Rules with the Church Relating to Decency and Order, to be Apply- 
ed by Her Wiſdom to particular Caſts, as to Modes and Circum- 
ſtances as al! Party's own there are, and at the ſame time to Im- 
power the Church todeclare Modes and Rites Unlawiul, which the 
Scripture has not poſſitively made fo, as ſome Dyſſenrers do, 1s ro 
Charge the Sacred Authority with Inconfiitency 10 it's Mandates to 
Men; An1 isa Poſition that is Freight with Unworthy Reflections 
upon the Wiſdom of Heaven in this particular, Beſides 
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Beſides the forbidding of things as Unlawful, which by the Laws 
of God are Diſcretional, ſuch as our Ceremonies are, and by Hu-' 
mane Authority are made Expedient, is a Violence done both to the 
Laws of God and Humane Authority, which Derives from thence ; 
therefore cannot be a fit Rule for Conference, which muſt have Regard 
both to the Laws of God and Man. | 

| But Allowing that there are General Rules in Scripture for the 
Decent Regulation of Publick Worſhip, where the Eaſtablith'd 
Rites of a Charch are ſo contriv'd as to be purſuant to them;zand not 
to Contradict cither any polſlitive Precept of God, or any Decent 
Received Cuſtom of the Nariom, a Negative Authority from Scrip. 
ture (that is their not being Enjoyn'd pallitively there,ig not Qon- 
cluſive againſt them, becauſeeven the Scriptara/Rules being General, 
Suppoſes tnem not to be there Particularly Commanded, for it they 
in the Rules wou'd ceale to be General,as all Partics own them to 

E. 

Therefore who ever Rej:&ts and Condemns a Rite of the Church, 
meerly for wantof a pa*+ iculay Scriptaral Warrant and teacheth others. 
t0.do fo, As Arbitrarily,and Impoſes upon Chri4ians in things ſacred 
Without an Aathorzty trym God ; Thus one of the Grounds of rhe 
preſcot Schi/m from the Eſtabliſh'd Church is ftrem the Diſſenting Pa- 


tors Impoting upon the Liberty of the People in this particular ; 


the Scripture nas left them to be Dz=termined by the Church in 
matters of Kite and Ceremony ; The Diſſeuting Teachers tye up, 
and confine this Liberty to particular Precepts in Scripture, which 
Reſpe& the Subſtence, and not the Modes of Religion ; but they axe 
puniſh't in-cheir own kind for their Sub drvifions, which end 10 En- 
thufias/m, derive trom the ſame Source: whh their firſt Revolt: from 
the Church,viz. Others pleading theur Wreſting of Scriptures to Cuun- 
tenarice their Schemes 2n0 Cuſtoms, as thev plead the Churches Re- 


_ ceding trom Scripture, in appoiating that Deſcipline and thoſe 


Ceremonies which they are Diigutted ar, as being Enemies to their 
Own, 
But the Miſtery of this matter lies hear, People by a Native Ini- 
guity of Temper, are Impaticat of a laſiing Tye, and Obligation 
upon 
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upon their Minds and Manners ,and are fond cf Novelty, or any 
thing rhat by theArtitices of the Paſtor appearsto be ſo, Hence it is, that 
a Conſtitution with Eſtabliſh'd Rzes is ſo declaimed againſt a» an Ene- 
my to Chriftian Liberty, and to the looleſt Schemes of Government 
and D!:ſcipline wherein Deverions and Ceremonres are moſt Arbitrg- 
ry,are moſt in Eſteem, whereas among cther things, which Conſcz. 
ence and the Eftabliſh'd Canons of the Church are to Check that Sin- 
ful Itch of Novelzy 1s the Chich, becauſe when it is purſu'd,it deſtroys 
all Order and Debauches Devotion, whereas deaſent ſtanding Rules 
for Ocder in Publick Worſhip, keep the Minds of Men under an 
even and Habitual Senſe of the Pre{cnce and Power of God in Sacred 
AſSemblies. | 
_ Andas this making of things Uzlzwtul which the Scripture has 
not made fo, is a bold Ufurpation of the Divive Right, t itis a 
great Impoſition upon the Kighrs and Liberties of Chrit;ans,for pur- 
ſuant to it, one Set of Men may confine the Coyſcriences and Enſlive 
the Minds and Manners of others at what Rate they pleaſe,by fixing 
Limates where God has lett them at Zziberty, : 

A Negative Authority from the Scriptures, that is. making every 
thing Ualawful, wherein they are Silent, was ſo tar from being in 
' Force in the Apo/tles Days, that it ſeem'd goed to the Holy Ghof,and 
to them Aſſembled in their Council! at Jeraſalem(AQts 15 )even to re- 
move the Toke of Circamciſion from the Gentile Profelites, Tho' Com- 
manded in the Law of Moſes, and to lay no preater Burden upon 
chem than thoſe neceſſary things, viz, That they Abſtained from 
Meats offered to Idols, from Blood, from things ſtrangled, and from 
Fornication7; Here the poſſirive Law of Scripture concerning Cr7- 
camciſſion 1s Superſeded in Caſe of the Gentiles Conver/on, which 
was as mighty Accommodation to their Eaſe and Conveniency,and 
they left rothe free Exerciſe of all their Cu/foms and Rites, wherein © 
the Scrzprure 15 Stlent, and which Conſiſted with their Profeſſion 
and Practice of the Goſpel, only Checkr from the Uſe of thoſe Ex. 
preſly forbidden in the Text, Such as Meats effered to [dols, &c. 
whereas the Genzzles had a great many other Religions Rites, which 
had they been Unlawjul, becauſe not Commanded in Scriprare, it 

Q- wou'g. 
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wou'd bave been Proper, if not Neceſſary in this Place to have cau- 
tion'd them againlf?; 

Qur S$2viour himſelf the great Goſpe/ Law-gzver, Accommodated 
himſz!|f:o the Cuſtoms of the People with whom he Convers'd, that 
61J nor oppoſe his Dodtrine, tho' theſe Cuſtoms were not par- 

ticularly Warranred by any pofitive Laws of his 

'- Mar, 2-15.) own,t Thus he did Fat withPublicans and Sinners, 

17 fo the Scandal of the Scribes and Phariſees, and 

Tuſtily'd his fodoing by his Deſign ofcoming-not co Call the Righ- 

geous but Sinners to Repentance, and in many things Accommodgated 

with thoſe of the Fewiſh Rites, which Conſiſted with the truth of 
the G ojpet. | 

7 hus St. Paul { 3. Cor, g. became as a Few to the Fews,that be might 
gain them, to thirs that are under the Law, as under the Law, to 
them that are without the Law, as without the Law, &c. To the 
IWeak as Weak, to all Men, all things, &c. Which muſt be Under- 
ftood in their Inoffenfive Rites and Cultoms ; And certainly if our 
Bleſſed Saviour and his great Aps/tle Accommodatred to Rites which 
had no poſiuve Warrant trom the Reve/ations of Heaven, a Nepa- 
tive Authority from Scriprure, cannot be concluſive againſt them, 
and conſidering How tond Men are of their Rites and Cuſtoms, with- 
out fuch an Accommodation to them as do's not Interfer with the 
truth of Chri/?:anity, the Progreſs thereof in the World wou'd have 
been confiderably Stopt ; From this Reaſon then, and theſe Prefi- 
dents the Charch derives Authority of Appointing in each Nation, 
ſuch Rices and Ceremonies of Re/igzon as are purſuant to the General 
Rules of Scripture, and are Conſiſtent with, and Agreeable to the in- 
oftcnſive and deafent Cuſtoms of each particular Nation or Country, 
fo that the Condemning of Rrirs in Religion, and Publick Wor- 
{hip, for want of a poſitiv: Scrzprtural Warrant, is alate Artifice 
Found out by ſom: to impoſe upon the People,their own Sentiments, 
inſtead ofthe De iſent Rites of the Church, which come Recommend- 
ed both by rhe General Rules of Scriprare, and the poſitive Laws of 
the National Church, | 

And the true Cauſe that ermptys the Church, and fills the Conven- 
ercles 10 many places in Brittain and Heland, is not the Rites and 
CTeremonus of the Eſtabliſh'd Charch, but the Impoſitions of the 


Diſent- 
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Dsfenting Paſtors, Suggeſting an il! Opinion of our Deaſeuctes and 
Diſcipline, as Superſtitions and Unſcriptural, and Repreſenting Com- 
munion with the Charch as a breach of Zou with God, and a good 
Conſcience; Thus inſtead of Deaſent Rites, and a Merthodical Wor- 
ſhip Warranted oy both general and particular Dir«&ions from 
Scriptare, The People receive nothing trom them but fuch 7mpofe- 
tions as the ſtrength of their Parts is able to afford them in Extems- 
porary Performances ; but are {till gulf'd into a Belict, that in their 
Communion they enjoy greateſt Zeberty of Conſcience; becaule by 
changing their Phraſe, their Paſtors have a peculiar Ar? of Gratt- 
tying their /tch ot Nevelty, and making it paſs for the Brearhings 
of the Spirit, and true : Chriſtian Liberty above Carnal Rules, 
whilſt at the ſame time they Hamper their Cox/ciences by Qbligeing 
their defire of Nove/ty. =p 

We may further obſerve, That ſince C:ircamſtauces and Modes are 


Inſcparabic from Religion, 2nd are that which at firſt may Re- 


commend it to, or Sink it in the Eſteem of the Unthinking People; 


it is more proper to leave the Determination of them to the Wiſdom 


& 


of the Church, Repreſented in Council, than to the Diſcretion of 


ſingle Pa/tors in their Reſpeftive Congregations : And that when 
Chriſtianity was firſt Preached in the World, it did not beat down 
the Innocent Rites and Cuſtoms of the Nations where it was to be 
Received; bur 'Accomodated with all ſuch of them as did nor 
Vitae it's Doctrines, and Oppoſe the Power of its Precepts among 
Men, it granted a general Indulgence to all Inoffenſive Freedoms; 
and was fo far from concluding Men Criminals for their uſe of 
Cuſtoms in their own Nature indifferent, for,or againſt which there 
is no Warrant in the Revelations of Heaven, that it Vouchſafed 
purſyant to the Example of its Aurhor Feſus Chriſt, and that of his 
great Apoſtle St. Pau, To become ail things, to all Mankind : That 
is, Put on, and wore the Innocznt Faſhions of all Nations, where- 
ever it came, ſo little was a Negative Authority from Scripture 
Urged in thoſe early times of the Goſpe/l: And as it was greater 
Advantage to Men to be Converted from their Wickedneſs and Ido- 
latry, than from their Cuſtoms otherwiſe, ſo it was greater eaſe to 


them too ; Wickedneſs often tires Men in the Practice of it,and their 
| 7 fatigue 
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 #frugaoms: Sothat a Tolleration that Encourages them: is an 
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fatigue in the Labour doth often, if not Incline them to, yet pre- 
pare them for Converſion, whereas Cuſtoms that are Inoffenſive 
are the harder to be Divorced, becauſe they give no Uneaſlineſs in 
the Uſe: Therefore we find the Goſpel at firii Unconcerned in Re- 
ducing them, but giving general Rulzs for Deaſency and Order ; 
whereas now no Mode, according to ſome, muſt be uſed; but by 
a Worrant from God, and an Accomodation to the Diftcrent Modes 
of- dificrent Nations, is accounted Uſurpation in the Church, even 
by thoſe, whoſe whole Scheme of Government, by Lay-Elders, was 
derived by its Author Mr, Calvin, from an Accommodation to the 
Peoples Humour at Geveva, 

Thus they owe the being of their Government, which is per- 
fefly a Humanc Creature, 1o thet very Accomodation to the Ge- 
Mus and Cuſtoms of the People, which they blame in the Charch as 
©nſpiritual, when ſh2 purſuant to it, appoints Rites and Ceremonies 
for Divine Worſhip; whilſt at the ſame time too, The Church can War- 
rant her Ceremonzes by general Rules; And they cannot produce one 
Scripture for Lay-Elderſhip, as now exercis'd among them; Nay 
farther, if jt were proper in this Diſcourſe to examine the Merit of 
the Cauſe, -it were no Difficult Task to ſhew, That the whole Scheme 
#f tbe Diſſenters Government, Diſcipline, and Devotions, is an Unpre- 
cedented, VUnwarrantable Impofition, both by the Laws of God, and 
theſe Nations, upon the Chriſtian Liberty of the People * theſe 

nemy 
to Chri/tian Liberty,properly fo called ; bccauſe-it proves an Inftru. 
Ment to Enſlave the Minds and Conſciences of the People, to the Sug- 
ocſtions and Doarines of Uncommiſſoned, Unauthoriz'd Perſons , 
it being always Slavery, and not a Rational Service, that is pay d 
£9 thoſe who are Intruders, and have no Commiſſion to Watch, 
and Preſide over the People. | 
But | find the Apol>ogiſts for Tolleration in all the Pampblezs that. 
come out on that Subje& declaim againſt the Clergy, asa parcel of | 
Deſigning Men,that cheat the People, and Perſecute them tor not 
yeilding toit - which Charge they Particularly fix upon the Eſta- 
plithed Clergy, whereas itis plain, That they themſelves are Men 
of 
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of Intereſt and D:ſign that wou'd Riſe upon the Ruins of the Cures, 
and that thoſe Arguments they Ule for Indulgence and Tolleration, 
are a greater Cheat upon the Minds, and Check upon the Conſcien- 
ces of the People, than thoſe Podrines and Deſcencics of the Chyrch 
which they declaim againſt ; and ſince it is impoſible bur that in 
all Secietzes the Body of the People muſt under the direftive Influ- 
ence of the Governing Party, lure it is more convenient that the Bo- 
dy of the SabjeAs of theſe Kingdoms, be under the DireXion and 
Isfiuence in Sacred things of that S:t of Mea called the Clergy, who 
prove their Commiſion trom Heaven to preſide over them, than 
under the Sway of a parcel of Z:5ertines, who Ulurpe a Power rc 
Impoſe their own Sex/iments upon the World, and Disband the 
Charch becauſe She will not Gratifie their Avarice, and A mbition, 
with Her Honours and Wealth. 

Theſ: of all Men have leaſt Reaſon to Tax the Clergy, for Bl:nd- 
ing their Sacred and Civil Rights, and Advanceing one under Co- 
vert of the other, ſince it isplain,by what they offer to the World, 
that they Promote and Advance their own Intereſt at the Rate: of 


Ruining every thing. that is Sacred ; and Diſſolving all Communz- 


f7es. 
Beſides when Mens Exceptions againſt the Church, are derived 


from Her E/tabli/hment and Proſperity, and they themſelves upon 
Sufferance and Obnoxious to the Law for Schi/m, it is more than 
Preſumption,that thenrScolding atherConſlitution,andClamours for 
Liberty, proceed from Principles ot Malice or Intereſt, or both, and 
thar, that Tolferation whereot they are Patrons, is the Parent of 
that Miſchief they do to their own Souls, and to the Publick, by 


their Invadeing that Goverament which the Apologi(ts for the Eprſ- 
copal Charch have prov'd to be Apoftoiical, and Conſequently a fat- 
er Rule for Conſcience, than that. L:zbertiniſm, they Advance, of a-- 


ny Fooliſh Scheme they wou'd Set up. | : 
I find further that DzSenzers of all Sorts declaim againſt the Church 


for Impoſitions, and yet at che ſame time Endeavour their own £- 


flabliſhment by I'npoſing upon her, and that So/ciniauiſm, Deiſm, 
Quakeriſm, Anabaptiſm, Spring apace, by the warm Influence of 
Tolleration grantcd to tender Conſcieuces, which brood of Herefies 
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Only Agree in makeing Head and Joyning Forces againſt the E/a- 
liſhment, whereas if any one of theſe now upon Sufferance, were 
Eſtabliſhed, it would as effte@uaily Endeavour the Supreſſion and 
Death of the Reit, zs the Eſtabliſh'd Church dath now by her Canons 
endeavour the Baniſhment of them all. 

Then Quzre, whether the Eſtabli{f'd Church may not as Reaſo- 
o2bly endeavour her own Continuarce? 11 the State She now 1s in, 
by Mul&s and Penalties upon her Foes, as they can endeavour to 
Raiſe by her Ruin, or any one of them, {uppoſe Presbyrery advance 
it ſelf by Checking it's Enemies when it is upon Eitabliſhment, as 
now in Scotland. 

'Tis uſual with the Patrons of an indefinite Indulgence, who at 
once Stufi ani Debauch the Preſs wich their Arguments, to 
Blacken the Church with the Infamy of Perſecution and Impoſitions, 


and then to Charge her with all the Diſmal Eff:&s, that cheſe In- 


humane Methods have among Pazans and Papifts, viz. With Blood 
Cruelty, Aviolation of Natural Equity, &c. Whereas they do not 
conſider that Chriſtian Community,is a thing ſo Dear and Valluable to 
Mankind, thai nothing can be more, and that if good 'Offices done 
rhat way, be notRewarded, and evil ones and Violence puniſh'd, 
it is the Keadieſt way for the World to Relapſe intoPaganiſm and 4- 
theiſm, thus the Relaxation of Church Di/cipline, by our Tollerart- 
on, has made great Step that way already, inſomuch thatthe truth 
of Chriſtianity it lelt, and that of the Divinzty of our Saviour, the 
two Main Pillars of our Relizjongand Chriſtian Morallity, are alrea- 
dy Shaking in the minds of Men vy the Liberty ofthe Preis, which 
breeds as many different Monſters in Re/igzon as any place of {fric8 

Jo's of Bzafts. | 
For Conſidering the Iniquity of Mens Nature, when with Impu- 
Miiy thy may Revolt from the Charch ; Then they ſet up for them-. 
{elves upon any Stock of Principles however Unſound or Immoral, 
tQ:t take moſt with the People; yet ſo as by this Religtous Trade- 
ing they get Wealth, and Reputation to themſelves. | 

This makesthis Age fo Pregnant with Deiſm or Atheiſm, That if 

you £0 12to the ſeveral Conventicles of Brittatn or Ireland, it you 
909 the fame Gog Preach'd, it isonly in Words, for you won't = 
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their ſeveral Thoughts, the ſame Concerning him, nor the ſame 
thing faid of him; which is the next ſtep to their having many 
Gods, or none, which is the ſame thing: The lafluence ©! which 
upon their Converſation and Manners, is to make their Charity as 
cold, as their P:inciple are different. 

Some of theſe Apologiſts (by what means I don't know” Jo with 
much Aſlurance teil the World, 7hat rhe Canons of rhe Church, 
Cwhich by caſie Mul&ts oblige the People to Uniformity in Worſhip, 
2nd honeity of Converſation) ere Cruel Engins of Perſecuting the 
People, and Cramping thetr Conſciences, mach like theſe wherewith 
the Heathen Emperors endeavoured to Torment the Primitive Chri- 
ftians 0: of their Principles into [dolatry: Not conſidering, that 
when Ged has once Bleſied a Nation with the Chriſtian Religion, 
itis no ſmall Advantage to the People to have the Prencipies and 
Precepts thereof fenc'd by ſuch Laws as Encourage it's Growth, 
and Increaſe,and Diſcourage a!l ſuch Diviſions among them,as mighe 
tend to deflroy the Dominion of true Religion over the Minds and 
Manners of Mcn ; as Reaſonable good Rules do the one, and an In- 
definits Indulgence effes the other : The Reſtraints that Hea- 
theniſh Governours put upon the Primitive Chriſtian People were 


ſuch, as obliged them to Renounce their God, and their Duty,and.co 


Practice Sin and Idolatry - The Reſtraints put upon the Chriſtians 
of this Age, by our Spiritual Governours, are ſuch as Oblige them 
to a Uniform, and Steddy Prafticeof Chriſtian Offices, both indeed 
are Reſtraints, the one upon the Peoples good and Godly Inclina- 
tions, ſach 8s the Savguinary Edifts of Pagan Princes: The other 
upon Mens Wicked, Perverſe, and Debauc'd Iaclinations, ſuch as the 
Wholfome Laws and Statutes of Chriſtian Kings and Governours : 
Therefore nothing but the keeneſt Malice can Charge theſe Laws 
and Proceedings equally with the Crime of Perſecution, Beſides Hea- 
then Emperors had not the ſame Reaſon to Check the Growth of 
Chriſtianityghy Pcrſ-cution in it's Non-age, that Chriſtian Kings 
have now to prevent the Morlds turning Z:2ertive, of Pagas, by 
Muicts and Penalties ; becauſe it 15 I1ifinitely more the advantage of 
Mankind, That the World ſhould be under the Irfluence of Chriſtt- 
anity, then Libertiniſm : And becauſe the World became Chriſttan 
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by Methods lefs Off:nſive to the then Government,than it can Relapſe 
Into Paganiſm by any Meaſures, with reſpect to the now Govern- 


ment; The World became Chriſtian by Reforming the Civil Go- 


vernment, as-well as the Religion of Mankind, whereas now it can- 
not Relapſe, but by Debauchiog the Civil no leſs than the Chriſtian 


State of Men. 


It is further Urg'd by the Parrons for Liberty, That conhdering 
the different Make of Mens Minds, and the different Size of their 


Knowledge and Convittions, it is Impoſſible to force Men into the Opi- 
ious and Perſwahons of others; therefore all Uniformity by 


Penal Laws, and Coercive Canons mult be aViolence done to Con- 


Ference. 

To this *tis Anſwered, That thoſe People who cannot prevail up- 
on their Minds, to receive the Opinions of the publick by an Inward 
Aſlent, may nevertheleſs be Cenſur'd for an open and Violent oppo- 
fition of the Eſtabliſh'd Practices and Ceremonies; for an Inward 
Ditiznt of the Mind in things of ſmaller Moment, cannot oblige 
them to an op:zn Diſturbance of the Peace, which according to the 
Apoſtles Rule, we are to foliow as far asit is poſſible with all Men ; 
which Rule were Impracticable, if the private Seruples of the par- 
ticular Members of a Society Anthoriz'd them to break thoſe Rules 
and Canons, upon the Joynt obſervance whereof, the Peace and Vnity 
of the Soczety depends: Beſides publick and Eſtabliſh'd Rul-:s of the 
Epiſcopal Charch have commonly better Pleas, borh from Scriprure 
andReaſon,to detend themſelves,than any open & Violent Reſiſtance 
of them can have: Therefore,tho* private Thoughts 8gainſt them, 
which in efte&t cannot touch them, are not Cenſurable by them, yer 
2n open Invaſion of them is lyable to their Caſtigation and Puniſh- 
ment, otherwiſe thoſe who offer this Objection cannot pretend ts 
Incorporate into any Society which can promiſe it ſelf any continu» 
ance longer than the minds of it's Members continue to be under 
the ſame Convictions and Degrees of Knowledge, which altering 
every day Societies, whoſe Conſtitution do's thus precariouily de- 


pend upon the Fickle thoughts and Opinions of Men muſt altar as 
viten, . 


Men. - 
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Men Generally derive their Thoughts of things either from Elu- 
cation, from Convictions of Judgment upon due Examination, or 
perhaps from the Revelations of Heaven, therefore are Accountable 
to God only tor them, but being Incorporated in Soczeries they mult 
in Accomodation to Human? Afﬀiirs, be Veſted with Authority, ei- 
ther in Extraordinary manner from God, or by Ordinary means 
of Conveyance from Men, b<tore they Publickly offer any thing a- 
gainlt the Eſtabliſh'd Government and Powers, or paticnly ſubmit to 
thoſe in being, if with a good Conſcrence they may ; that is, Con» 
ſiſtently with that Information, their Minds Receives trom the plain 
Revelations of Heaven, as to what is good or evil, Allowable or 
Sinful is Worſhip ; Thus if the prevailing Pewers in the Church, 
Command any thing in the Subſtance and Matter of Worſhip, that 
. Altenats it from God, and places it upon any thing elſe, or in the 
Mode of it, that directly oppoſes 1's being performed in Spirit and 
' 1n truth, which is the Scrip7zre Mode of Worſhip ; then a Plea of 
Conſcience 1s Pertincnt and Valid againſt Conformity to ſuch a Canes 
as Dnſcriptaral,and an watowable [mpoſition;hut where the Scriptures 
are filent, as to particular Diretons, and only gives General Rules, 
purſuant to which the Church appoints, that God only is to be Wor- 
ſhip'd,and that in a Mode full of Decency, with the moſt. Solema 
and Uncommon Gravity, there can lye no Plea of Conſcience but one 
of Humour againti Conformity in ſuch a Caſe, becauſe it is preſum- 
ed that the Publick Conſcience of the Church hath in theſe Matters 
(which by the Scriptures are inditierent) made as good Proviſion as 
Private Conſcience can do. 

And therefore thoſe Coercive Canons which under eaſe Penaltics 
Oblige ro Uniformity in things undetermined by the Scrrprures, Ob- 
Iige the People indeed to contradid their Sinful Humour of Singula- 
rity, for Peace and Publick Orders ſake, but not to turn Hypecrites 
to God and their Copſczence,for conformity to the Publick; for ſince 
Gods Rul:s are General, they cannot plead Diretion from him 16 
the contrary, nor trom their Coy/czexce, which muſt not Venture at 
breaking of Oroer, or Diſobeying the higher Powers, for the Main- - 
taining of one and Obeying the other, there are particular Warrants 
from God, which cangot be Superſ:ded by General Rules of Scrip- 

fare. 
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#ure,being Expounded by particular Men,fo as to Gratifie their Hu- 


mour, and Countenance their Diſobedience of Authority ; for where 
rhe direction from Heaven is moſt particulsr, there the Obligation 
of Conſcrence is molt cloſe and binding, and certain 1t is that the 
Direction of God,that Relates to Peace and Order 15 more parti- 
cular, than that which Relates to Modes and Circumſtances of Wor- 
ſhip; therefore Conſcience can't be pertinently pleaded for the breach 


_ of thoſe Modes of Worſhip which are conſiftient with the General 


Rules, whcn thereby Peace and Order is broken, to the maintaining 
of which, the ſame Principie of Cexſctence, is under a particular Di-, 
retion and Obligation of Heaven; I hope this may be an Anſwer to 
the Obj.ion, it not, am certain it can't be offer'd againſt the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, by any who are Members of any Society that admits 
ol any Rules that arc binding upon the Minds and Converſation of 
the People, or by any who allow that there ought to be ſuch 5ocze- 
22es undcr the Goſpel, F | 

For all of them do engape the Conformity of their Members, to 
their ReſpeQive Schemes of Government and Rules of Dzſcepline,not- 
withſtanding of their different make of Minds and Size of knowledgs, 
and that under Penaltics too,w!z their Cenſure and Excommunicationg 
which they wou'd make the World believe, to be a Damning Anathema, 

Neither dol know by what Authority Lay-Elders, and Primates 
of Particular Congregations, can Impole Obligeing Rules upon the 
Minds of Men, without cfi:ring their Conſciences Violence (tho? they 
allume that to themſelves) more than the Lawful Spiritual Gover- 
nours of a National Church can do upon the Members of the Eſtab- 
liſhed Charch, 

The Schoole-Divines, it I remember well, offer ſomething about 
an Erronious Conſciexce, and the Obligation thereof; I ſuppole they 
mean that a Man muſt purſue his prefent Convictions of Judgment 
and Thougtit, otherwiſe offend God by turning ZHypocrite to his 
own Mind : Theretore ſay they, Suppoſe a Man may be in a miftake 
concerning the Eſtabliſh'd Church, yer he muſt purſue thoſe Suggeſtions 
which incline him to Non-conformity,beoauſe he muſt follow the Didtates 
cf his Conſcience: but rho” this, altering the Caſe holds againſt all 
R-ligious Soczerzes, as much as againſt the Eſtablith'd Church; for 
jure 1t 15 poſſible that Men may be under ſome Erronious ConviQtions 
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with Reſpect to them, no lefs than with Reſpect to her; yer in fa* 
. your of a'] Societies, I think this may be offered in anſwer to it,viz- 
Thar ſince Thought is the Fountain of 4:0», Men ate as much Ob- 
liged to take careto Purge the one of Errour, as to keep the other 
clean of Immorrtalities: Therefore before any one can Rea- 
ſonably pled Conſcience for Schiſm in the Church, or Mutiny in the. 


' State, he ought to Conſider well, Whether by purſuing the Conſt;- 


tution3 of the Church and Srate, and that by all poſivle means of 
Information, he might not be a good Orthodox Chriſtian, and an 
Honeſt, Upright Man ; otherwiſe he is not Adted by any Invincible, 
perhaps excuſable Errour'of Conſcience, but a very fauity Humour, 
which Hurries him without any Reaſonable DireQion, into Milſchicf 
and Inconveniency. 

For the Stated Doftrines of the Church, andallowed Maxims of 
State, were no doubt appointed to give Direftions in that Caſe ; 
therefore thoſe who are wilfully Ignorant of them, and make a breach. 
in either upon that Score, are as QCulſpable as thoſe who become Vi- 
rious by the Tranſgreſſion of knowa and Equitable Laws, nay, per- 
| haps thoſe who are wilfully Ignorant of an Unfound Conſtitution, 
and break it, not becauſe it is Unſound, but becauſe they did not Ex- 
amine it, are not without Fault, ſo much are Men bound to Examine 
before they break a Society. 

Whether the Bqgdy of the Diſenters have done our Church and 
themſelves Juſtice in this particular,before their Revo/?, let the Worid 
Judge; likewiſe, whether that Erronious Conſcience, which is fome- 
times Urged in this Caſe, may not be charged upon their Neglect in 
this particular: They often pleading a Conſcientious Non-conformity 
ro thoſe Canons which they never Examind'd, which is the Method 
by which the Separate Aſſ:mblies have diflered among themſelves 
alſo, 

If it ſhould be Urg'd hear, 7haz moſt of the Arguments in this Dif- 
courſe are Retorted upon the Diſſenters, which 75 none of the beſt ways of 
Defending a Cauſe, and ſuppoſes thar the Canſe thus Defended, 1s ra- 
ther beholding to its Adverſaries Weakneſs, than its own ſtrength : I 
offer, that ſince the Subj=<&t of what is treated of hear, is matrer of 


Conſcience, with Relation to Conſtitutions, Goverament, and Cere- 
: MOoNnics, 
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monies, which derive indeed from God by general Rules -but from 
Humane Prudence.and Authority, as to the particular Modification 
and Circumſtances of them Ketorting of Arguments, and Recrimi- 
nating a Conſtitution, is a good Plca againtt thoſe, who under Coz 
vert of running the Church down by Divine Right, advance them- 
ſelves by the Subtil Arts of Humane Policy, and Contrivance, as [ 
preſume has been in ſome meaſure ſhew'd 1n this Diſcourſe ; and why 
the Church may not turn the Point of theſe Weapons againſt the 
Diffenters, which ity Darted at, and deſign'd for her Bowels, I 
cannot Uzverftand, | - 

T eo” this Diſcourſe gives the Church a Power in point of Coy- 
fſeience to puniſh D-(inguents againſt her Cazons ; yet Reformations 
areas Pract.cable by the Principles thereof, as in any S?parate Aſſem- 
blies, where there are Rules for Diſcipline and Worſhip Eftabli{h'd 
by Penal Injundtions; and in both Cifts Reformations muſt Com- 
mence from the Ncceility that the Budy of Chriſtians may poſſibly 
bz under, of doing themiclves Juſtice inthe Sub{tantials of their Re- 
ligion, according to the Revelations of Heaven, when their Gover- 
nours have loſt the Power of Directing them, and Conſequently of 


Cenſuring them for Receding from their none or il manag'd Au- 


thority ; whereas 7o/eration 18 the looſeſt Sence, as it tends to De-. 
bauch all Principles fo it baitlzs ihe Power of all Precepts, and makes 
Reformajion Impracticable ; becauſe the right Meaſures to be uſed in 
them, may be Conſtruzd a Violaiton of the Liberty of Conſcience, 
Some may fav, that this Diſcourſe is a1 Apollogy for the Inquiſi- 
tion in Span, or Presbytery in Scot/and, as well as for the Eſtabliſh'd 
Epiſcopacy in Ireland, but this 1s 4 Frivolous exception both becauſe 
each of them are Humane Creatures, having no Proat for their Di- 


- vine Inſtitution and appointment, as Epiſcopacy has; to which this 


Diſcourſe enj yas a Submiſſion and Conformity in point of Conſct- 
ence, and becauſe neither the Recuſants in Spain, if any there be, nor 
the Epijcopal Party in Scor/and chat] know, have made fuch Con- 
ceſhons to the there Eftabiiſhnents,viz. 71 at their Souls are ſafe in 
their Communzon, as the Diſſenters in England and Ireland have made 
te the Eſtabliſhd Epiſcopacy wm theſe Kingdoms ; It being own'd 
thro' this Diſcourſe, that where a Mans Soul is in Real ng: by 
| UmManc 
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Humane Impoſitions, there he may break the Seciety rather than 0 
Periſh with the Crowd, other wiſe by ſeparation he cannot propoſe any 
good, Tantamount to the Miſchiet ot the Schiſm, fo ihai in this 
matter the Separatiffs muſt either Revoke their Concctſions, and 
ſo give themſelves the Lye, or own their S:paration to be Needleſs 
ard Wicked. LS 7 

I Remember a late Apolozi/} for Toleration tells the World, Thar 
ſeveral Sets of Religioniſts may live as Amicablly under the Rind Inila- 
ence of an Indefinite Indulgence, as the ſeveral Sefts of the old Phi- 
loſsphers did, notwithſtanding their different,and contradiftory Sentt- 
ments about the Nature of Things. 

In Anſwer to which we may obſerve, That Debates about the 
Weightieſt Concerns are always the greateſt; and that Men are nor 
ſo apt to break Charity in thoſe Controverſies that are of no Con-- 
ſequence to them, as in thoſe where their Intereſt in their God, and 
their Heaven is at Stake, as it 15 In the caſe of Religion : Beſides, 
had Chriſtianity, without the Fences of a Legal Eſtabliſhment, been 
expoled to the Various Opinions and Fancies of Mcn, we ſhould 
c're now have had the old Chriſtianity and the new, as we have the 
old Philoſophy and the new, 

And there is another Reaſon why Chriſtianity ſhonld be upon F- 
ſtabliſhment, tho* Philoſophy be not ; becauſe Philoſophy has the 
ſame Reaſon of Mankind to ſupport it in this Age, which at firit 
gave being to1i'; whereas the Miracles that Z/her'd Chriſtianity 
' 1nto the World are ceas's, and leaſt it ſhould fall with them, ir mult 
be ſupported by Liws, which appears by the Praftice of all thoic 
who have form'd themſelves into Religious Socierzes : Few offer ar 
Miracles, but all Eſtabliſh Rules and Laws, with Fines and Penalties ; 
an3 tho' they can't all have the Magiſtrate on their ſide, whoſe Co- 
ercive power, againſt the growth of Herefres, is given out to be ſuch 
a tormidable Engine of Perſecution ; yet the Maſters of the ſcveral 
Separate Aſſ*mblies, praQtice that which they count Tyransy in the 
Eſtabliſhm+nt, viz. According to the Scantling of their Power in 
Temporz:s, the\ puniſh their Enemies or Deſeriers iram them, by 
Encouragiog nc Trade nor Commerce with them, and in Spirituals 
wherein they think they have a plenitude of Power from —_— 
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monies, which derive indeed from God by general Rules 5 but from 
Humane Prudence and Authority, as to the particular Modification 
and Circumſtances of them Ketorting of Arguments, and Recrimi- 
nating a Conſtitution, is a good Plca againtt thoſe, who under Co- 
vert of running the Church down by Divine Right, advance them- 
ſelves by the Subtii Arts of Humane Policy, and Contrivance, as [ 
preſume has been in ſome meaſure ſhew'd 1n this Diſcourſe ; and why 
the Charch may not turn the Point of theſe Weapons againſt the 
Difenters, which ity Darted at, and deſign'd for her Bowels, I 
cannot Uzvcritand, 2-38 
Lo” this Difcourſe gives the Church a Power in point of Con- 
fſeience to punith D-(inguents againſt her Canons; yet Reformations 
are as PraQ.cable by the Principles thereof, as in any S:parite Aſlcm- 
blies, where there are Rules for Diſcipline and Worthip Eſtabliſh'd 
by Penal Injunions; and in both Ciſts Reformations muſt Com- 
mence from the Ncceility that the B:dy of Chriſtians may poſlibly 
bz under, of doing themiclves Juſtice inthe Subltantials of their Re- 
ligion, according to the Revelations of Heaven, when their Gover- 
nours have loſt the Power of Directing them, and Conſequently of 
Cenluring them for Receding from their none or ill manag'd Au- 
thority ; whereas 7o/eratign 18 the looſeſt Scnce, as it tends to De- 
bauch all Przxciples ſo it baſlles ihe Power of all Precepts, and makes 
Reformajion Impracticable ; becauſe the right Meaſures to be uſed in 
them, may be Conſtrued a Violation of the Lizerty of Conſcrence, 
Some may fav, that this Diſcourſe is a1 Apollogy for the Inquili- 
tion in Spatn, or Presbyrery in Scotland, as well as for the Eftabliſh'd 
Epiſcopacy in Ireland, but this 1s a Frivolous exception both becauſe 
each of chem are Humane Creatures, having no Proat for their Di- 
vine Inſtitution and appointment, as Epiſcopacy has; to which this 
Diſcourſe enj yas a Submiſſion and Conformity 1n point of Conſcz- 
ence, and becauſe neither the Recuſants in Spain, if any there 2, nor 
the Epijcopal Party in Scor/and chat] know, have made fuch Con- 
celhons to the there Eftabliſhnents,viz. 71 at their Souls are ſafe in 
their Communion, as the Diſſenters in England and Ireland have made 
te the Eſftabliſhd Epiſcopacy m theſe Kingdoms ; It buing own'd 
thro' this Diſcourſe, that where a Mans Soul is in Real ger by 
| Umaſnc 
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Humane [mpoſitions, there he may break the Seci/ezy rather than 


Periſh with the Crowd, other wiſe by ſeparation he carnot propole any 


good, Tantamount to the Miſchiet ot the Schiſm, ſo «1hai in this 
matter the Separazi/ffs muſt either Revoke their Concctiions, and 
ſo give themſelves the Lye, or own their S:paration to be Ncedlefs 
and Wicked. hy | 

I Remember a late Apolo27/f for Toleration tells the World, That 
ſeveral Sets of Religioniſts may live as Amicablly under the kind Injla- 
ence of an Indefinite Indulgence, as the ſeveral Sefts of the old Phi- 


loſephers did, notwithRanding their different,and contradiftory Senti- | 


ments about the Nature of Things. 
In Anſwer to which we may obſerve, That Debates about the 
Weightieſt Concerns are always the greateſt; and that Men are nor 


ſo apt to break Charity in thoſe Controverſies that are of no Con-- 
ſequence to them, as in thoſe where their Intereſt in their God, and 


their Heaven is at Stake, as it is In the caſe of Religion : . Beſides, 


had Chriſtianity, without the Fences of a Legal Eſtabliſhment, been 


expoſed to the Various Opinions and Fancies of Mcn, we ſhould 
e're now have had the old Chriſtianity and the new, as we have the 
old Philoſophy and the new, 

And there is another Reaſon why Chriſtianity ſhonld be upon F- 
ſtabliſhment, tho” Philoſophy be not ; becauſe Philoſophy has the 
ſame Reaſon of Mankind to ſupport it in this Age, which at firit 
ozve being to i'; whereas the Miracles that 2/herd Chriſtianity 
:nto the World are ceas's, and leaſt it ſhould fall with them, it mult 
be ſupported by Laws, which appears by the Practice ol all thoſe 
who have form'd themſelves into Religious Socierzes ; Few offer at 
Miracles, but all Eſtabitſh Rules and Laws, with Fines and Penalties ; 
an3 tho' they can't all have the Magiſtrate on their {1de, whoſe Co- 
ercive power, againſt the growth of Herefres, 1s given out to be ſuch 
a tormidable Engzne of Perſecution ; yet the Maſters of the ſ{cveral 
Separate Aſſemblies, praQtice that which they count Tyranzy in the 
Eſtabliſhm+nt, viz. According to the Scantling of their Pawer in 
Tempora:s, the) puniſh their Enemies or Deſeriers fram them, by 
Encouragiog nc Trade nor Commerce with them, and in Spirituals 
whercin they think they have a plenitude of Power from Heaven, 


they- 
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they Thunder Anatbemas and Excommunications againſt their Obſti. 
nate Children, with as great Violence as any, ſo that they daily 
practice thoſe Cenſures among themielves, which they cry down in 
the Church as Perſecution, with this difference that their Cenfures 


' nat being edg'd with Authority; cannot wound Delinguents fo 


much in their Perſons and Fortunes, as thoſe of the Church; but 
fill both the Church and they procerd to Cenſure upon the ſame ge- 
neral Conſideration of its b:ing Impoſlible to ſupport Society, other- 
wile than by Laws and Canons, Rewards and Puniſhments, Encou- 
rageing of Priends, and Puniſhing of Enemies. 

There are ſome Arguments offered in behalf of Liberty and Tole- 
ration, becauſe it Planteth Countreys, and Excourageth Trade, and 
Artifcers: Surz this Argument cannot properly be Urg'd by thoſe 
who tax the Eſtabliſh'd Clergy, for blending Sacred and Civil Riter, 
aud Advanceing the one under Covert of the other ; ſince this is a 


Daubing in the higheſt degree, and a Promiſcuous Jumble of Reli- 


gion and Trade, of Conſcience and Commerce, wherein ſtill Trafick 
maſt have the Aſcendant ; becauſe that mult be ſecured by Laws and 
Conſtitutions in the ReſpeCtive Corporations of Traders, So that 
a Hundied years henge they may, perhaps, have a good Trade, but 
no Religion; beeauſe to Indulge theſe Tradcing Libertines their 
Humour, Eccl:fiaſtical Laws, with ReſpeCt to the Church, muſt be 
Suſpended, an. of no Force, whereas Civil Laws'to ſupport Com- 
merce, and Trade muſt be Maintained. | 

ad if in fome Countrics Re/igion and Trade,both have thriven by 
throwing of the Yoak of Popery that makes nothing againſt whar 
his b*en here Off:rcd in behalf of our Cavons, which wcre Eſta- 
l:ihed ro preſ{i.rve the Peace, Decency and Unity of the Church ; 
ict the Church of Rome look to Her own Polzticks, | know not how 
any Advccaic for the Church cf Enzland is concern'd in them ; and 
ſince, as has Leen already Rinted,it is the Cauſe that makes the pu- 
nith:ng of any Noxconforming People to a Conſitiution,either theDuty 
oia Parcnr, or the Crime of a Perſccutor, it wijl then be time ſor 
thoſe, who Charge our Governours and Laws with Perſecution, with 
R-!p:& to Difſeaters, equally with the Church of Rome, with Re- 


ſp.& to Proteſtants in General, when they can ſhew that what our 


Church 
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Church Obliges the People to believe and PraQice, is as unſound He- 


zterodex and Inconſiſtent with the. Goſpel Faith and Precepts, as what 


the Church Obligeth her People to, and pretends to have a Power-to 


Qblige all the World to, but tillthen the Accuſation is falſe and foo-. 


lith for Cheſtiſement may be the Duty of a Father,or the the Crime of 
a Perſecutgr,as it is Circamſtantiated, To wt ip People into the belick 
ot Tranſubſtantiation, Invocation of Saints, and Worſhiping of a Wa- 
fer, may be Perſecution and Rage, but to Oblige People tio lay nothing 
againſt the 7rizity, the Divinity of our Saviour Chrift, ard the Ho- 
1; Ghoſt, to Otlige them to keep the Vnzty of the Faith, and Second, 
that with a Steddy Uniform Obedience of Go/pe! precip's, and Ur. 
exceptionable Caxons, is the Duty of Spiritual Pagors, tor the Ne- 
ele of which, thty are Accountable ro God. 

Beſides, what ever the Diſenzers | all ſorts lo,by Viu &s and Penal- 
ties,cither to Proſclite the Pcople to them, or keepthem with them, 
is Perſecution inthe þ nyt ,tho' for want of Authority, it can't now 
Wound in the EffeQ; for he that uncer Pen: e5 Obliges me to much 
maintain Londibderthip, or Independant P rimacy over Single Congre- 
zations, tO be Faure Divino, the Church Government do's as ; much Per- 
ſecute me, as he who Obliges me to Maintain the Popes Supremacy, 
ſince the one 1s as Unſcriprural as the other, nay further, who ever 
under any Penalty wou'd Oblige me to believe, and fay, that Tolle- 
ration and Liberty for all ſorts of People and Forms of Government, 
that they have a mind to ſet up, is a Method of Gods Appointment 
for the Propagation and thriving of the Goſpel, properly perſecutes 
me, becauſe he Obliges me to AR and Speak contrary to thoſe Re- 
velations Relating to Charch Government, which we have from Hea- 
ven, ſo that, that very Tolleration which the World ſeems fo fond 
of, as an Enemy to Perſecution, may prove an Engine and Iaftru- 
ment of it, as 1t was in the late Reign of King Fames, but upon the 
whol: Matter, there is one thing, and only one thing that Recom- 
mends Tolleration to me, and that 1s, that it isa'low'd tothe In- 
habitants of theſe Kingdoms. by one of the greateſt and Wiſeſt Prin- 
ces, and one of the ercareſt and Wifeſt Senats perhaps in the World, 
all my Detcrence is due totheir Steddy Conduct of Affairs, May their 
Councils be Direfed by Heaven, and all their Polliticks Left with 

Wiſdom, 
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Wiſdem, that they may become the Inſtruments of great and laſting 
Happineſs to themſelves, and theſe Nations. But this Advantage all 
the Enemy's of Tolleration have againſt it,that it can offer them no 
Violence without Ruining it ſelf, which Conſideration chiefly En- 
couraged me, to Expoſe theſe few- Sheets to Publick View. 


